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Abstract: Among thermophysical properties, the surface/interfacial tension, viscosity, and density/molar volume of liquid alloys are the key properties for the modelling of microstructural
evolution during solidification. Therefore, only reliable input data can yield accurate predictions
preventing the error propagation in numerical simulations of solidification related processes. To
this aim, the thermophysical properties of the Fe-Si and Cu-Pb systems were analysed and the
connections with the peculiarities of their mixing behaviours are highlighted. Due to experimental
difficulties related to reactivity of metallic melts at high temperatures, the measured data are often
unreliable or even lacking. The application of containerless processing techniques either leads to
a significant improvement of the accuracy or makes the measurement possible at all. On the other
side, accurate model predicted property values could be used to compensate for the missing data;
otherwise, the experimental data are useful for the validation of theoretical models. The choice of
models is particularly important for the surface, transport, and structural properties of liquid alloys
representing the two limiting cases of mixing, i.e., ordered and phase separating alloy systems.
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1. Introduction

with regard to jurisdictional claims in

An alloy made by mixing and/or fusing two or more metals may have completely different properties with respect to its constituent metals, such as, for example, glass forming
ability, a classic example of how properties of alloys can change with respect to those of their
pure components [1–5]. The understanding of the nature of metals and how their properties
will be changed forming binary or multicomponent alloys is a key issue for optimization of
existing alloy systems or the design of new alloys with required properties [6]. During the
last thirty years, this has been shown in the cases of lead-free solders [7–9], Ni- and Ti-based
superalloys [10–14], biomedical alloys [4,15,16], and so on. The high melting points of some
metals, such as Cr, Nb, Mo, Re, W, Ti, Zr, Hf, etc., and their strong chemical reactivity with
container materials as well as the affinity for oxygen, in pure state or alloyed, together with
the use of inappropriate instrumentation make thermodynamic and thermophysical property measurements difficult or even impossible. Moreover, the experimental data obtained
under uncontrolled conditions are often inconsistent, not reproducible, and thus, cannot be
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considered as reliable [17]. A reliability improvement can be achieved by applying different experimental techniques for property measurements (a round robin test) including the
containerless methods using electromagnetic levitation, such as recent experiments done
on the International Space Station (ISS) [4,10,11,14,16,18]. Experimental progress made in
the last few decades in this field with continuously updating results provide databases
with more reliable property data [19] that are requested for microstructure modelling as an
integral part of computational materials design [6,13]. The missing data can therefore be
estimated based on the model predicted values or by extrapolation from experimentally
determined values. Such extrapolations require skills to integrate theory and modelling
with experimental observations [13].
The thermophysical properties like density, surface tension, viscosity, diffusivity,
thermal expansion, electrical and thermal conductivity, etc., have been widely investigated experimentally and the reference data for almost all pure liquid metals have been
assessed [20]. In contrast, although there are many studies on solid alloys and their properties, for the case of liquid alloys, in particular high melting alloy systems, such information
is often scarce or not available [4,10,13,14,16]. In spite of the fundamental difference between the amorphous structure of the liquids and the crystalline structure of the solids,
the close similarity between the corresponding structures by means of the arrangement of
atoms in the two phases is evident at least near their melting temperatures [4,8,11,20,21].
Indeed, the existence of intermetallic compounds with well-defined stoichiometry or miscibility gap in the solid phase and the formation of heterocoordinated n-mers having the
same stoichiometry or homocoordinated clusters in the liquid phase, respectively, has been
confirmed by diffraction experiments [22,23].
The two limiting cases of atomic interactions observed in liquid Fe-Si and Cu-Pb alloys
were analysed in terms of ordering and demixing, indicating structural information related
to strongly exothermic [21] and endothermic [24] reactions in these systems, respectively.
The Cu-Pb monotectic system is characterized by a miscibility gap in the liquid phase,
immiscibility in the solid state, and limited mutual solubility of its pure components [25].
Although both Cu and Pb metals have fcc structure, their Goldschmidt atomic radii differ by
37% and thus, they are immiscible in the solid state [24,26]. Since 1958 there have been few
assessments of the Cu-Pb phase diagram [25–32]. The monotectic invariant temperature
varies between 1225 and 1233 K, whereas the eutectic one is in the range of 599–601 K,
as reported in [25–30]. Large positive interaction energies indicate complete demixing in
this system and the presence of the two liquid phases in the phase-separated region with
Pb-content within 18–67 at % below the critical solution temperature of 1280 K. Above
that temperature, the homogeneous liquid phase exists. The enthalpy of mixing, Cu and
Pb activities measured at temperature of 1473 K and together with the data on the Gibbs
free energy of mixing [33] were taken to calculate the temperature dependent interaction
energy and thermodynamic and structural functions of liquid Cu-Pb alloys [34]. On the
other side, the calculations of the surface properties of Cu-Pb melts for T = 1373 K were
reported in [19]. All thermodynamic datasets of Cu-Pb liquid alloys indicate positive
deviation from the Raoult law and together with the Hume–Rothery empirical factors,
such as a size ratio (VPb /VCu ≈ 2.67) [20], oxidation state difference (=1; =3) [35], and
electronegativity difference after Pauling (=0.1) [36], substantiate the endothermic mixing
effects in this system.
The Fe-Si system is a compound forming system characterized by strong interactions between its constituent atoms. Its phase diagram has been assessed by many
authors [33,37–39] indicating the formation of FeSi, Fe5 Si3 , Fe2 Si, FeSi2 and Fe3 Si7 stable intermetallic compounds [37]. The most recent assessments of the Fe-Si phase diagram
include the presence of Fe2 Si metastable phase [38,39]. Large negative interaction energies
with negative deviations of thermodynamic functions of mixing as well as a size ratio
(VSi /VFe ≈ 1.46), oxidation state difference (=−1; =−2; =0; =1; =2; =3) [35], and electronegativity difference after Pauling (=0.07) [36] substantiate strong compound forming tendency
in the Fe-Si system [21,37–40]. The effects of short-range order on the thermodynamic and
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structural properties of Fe-Si melts for T = 1873 K were calculated assuming the prevalence
of Fe2 Si dimers in the liquid phase and using the compiled thermodynamic datasets [33] as
input to the regular associated solution model [40]. Using the Butler model, the surface
properties of liquid Fe-Si alloys have been computed for T = 1823 K [19], and the results
obtained are close to those obtained by the quasi chemical approximation for regular
solution [11].
In order to describe the thermophysical properties relevant for the modelling of
solidification of phase separating and strong compound forming alloy systems, such as
the Cu-Pb and Fe-Si systems, the most appropriate models were applied. In particular,
the model predicted values of the surface and transport properties of similar liquid alloys
can differ up to 20%, and therefore, the validation of models using the experimental
data is of great importance [4,11,16,18,21,24]. Therefore, the surface properties of the
aforementioned systems are described by the self-aggregating model (SAM) [24,41] and
compound formation model (CFM) [11,21], respectively. The viscosity of Cu-Pb and Fe-Si
melts is analysed by the Moelwyn–Hughes (MH) model [42] and subsequently compared
to available literature data. For both systems, the molar volume is calculated using the
standard relationships [20] and subsequently compared to the corresponding data obtained
from density experimental datasets.
2. Theory
2.1. Thermodynamics and Surface Properties of Metallic Melts Representing Phase Separation and
Strong Compound Forming Tendency
Generally, the mixing behaviour of the constituent atoms classifies liquid binary
mixtures into two main groups, i.e., phase separating (demixing) or compound forming
(short-range ordered), and within the two groups, the atomic interactions are either strongly
repulsive or strongly attractive. There are a limited number of alloy systems exhibiting the
characteristics of both groups, for example, Ag-Sb and Ag-Ge [43]. Concerning the limiting
cases of mixing, the first one indicates that the attractive forces between similar atoms are
much greater than those between dissimilar atoms, and the formation of self-coordinated
A-A or B-B pairs takes place leading to demixing and phase separation [24,41]. Demixing
and phase separation as its final stage occur due to the formation on homocoordinated
clusters, symbolically denoted as
i A ↔ Ai
(1)
where i is the number of A atoms in an Ai homocoordinated cluster.
In contrast, the second group is characterised by very strong attractive atomic interactions between unlike atoms and the formation of heterocoordinated A-B pairs in a form of
Aµ Bν dimers, as follows
µ A + υ B ↔ Aµ Bν
(2)
with µ and ν stoichiometric coefficients that correspond to those of an energetically favoured
intermetallic compound [11,21,44,45].
The case studies regarding liquid Cu-Pb and Fe-Si alloys and their thermodynamic
and surface properties have been analysed in the framework of statistical mechanics
combined with quasi-lattice theory (QLT) using a unified approach that combines the Bhatia–
Thornton and the Singh–Sommer formalisms based on the grand partition function [21,24].
To this aim, the self-aggregating model (SAM) and compound formation model (CFM),
respectively, were applied. To evaluate the deviations of the two limiting cases of mixing
with respect to the mixing behaviour described by the regular solution model, the quasi
chemical approximation for regular solution (QCA) was also used [8,11,41,43–45]. In order
to describe the molar volume and viscosity, the thermodynamic models are the most
appropriate [20]. All the aforementioned models were validated by means of available
experimental datasets. The models used for the property calculations have been described
in detail and reported in the literature [11,41,44,45]. In the following, only short descriptions
of the models together with the equations used for the property calculations are given.
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2.1.1. Phase Separating Liquid Alloys and Self Aggregating Model (SAM)
The thermodynamic properties of monotectic alloy systems characterized by endothermic mixing and phase separation exhibit pronounced positive deviation from the Raoult
law, whereas their thermophysical properties show an opposite trend. The presence of
homocoordinated clusters (Equation (1)) in the liquid phase, at least near the melting
temperature of an alloy, significantly affects the surface properties of monotectic alloys.
Therefore, the self-aggregating model (SAM) is the only one that considers clusters of
A and B constituent atoms, and it is the most appropriate. Clusters of Ai and Bj -type
(Equation (1)) are in the form of a polyatomic matrix located on a set of equivalent lattice
sites characterised by the interactions of short-range forces that are effective between nearest neighbours only [24,41]. The tendency toward demixing/phase separation depends on
the cluster’s size and interaction energy between constituent atoms. Under equilibrium
conditions between the bulk and surface phases, the surface tension of phase separating
alloys using the SAM can be described by
(  
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where k B , c A , c B , csA , csB are the Boltzmann constant and the compositions of a bulk and
surface phase of an A − B alloy with respect to A and B component; W (> 0) is the
interaction energy; p and q are the surface coordination numbers; T is temperature; and i
and j define the size of Ai and Bj -type clusters, respectively [24,41].
2.1.2. Compound Forming Liquid Alloys and Compound Formation Model (CFM)
The surface properties of strongly interacting compound forming systems such as
liquid Al-Ni [11], Ag-Hf [44], and Al-Co [45] alloys have been investigated by the CFM
that includes strong effects of short-range ordering on these properties. Similar mixing
behaviour of liquid Fe-Si alloys implies that the CFM is the most appropriate to describe
their thermodynamic and surface properties considering the AB-stoichiometry of the FeSi
intermetallic compound, which is postulated to be energetically favoured [46]. A compound
forming binary alloy system with an Aµ Bν energetically favoured intermetallic compound
can be considered as a pseudoternary mixture containing N atoms, of which Nc A and
Nc B are the numbers of A and B-atoms. Accordingly, A and B-atoms together with Aµ Bν
complexes are present in a melt and the three species are in chemical equilibrium. The
number of complexes n3 is related to the constituent atoms A and B by
n1 = Nc A − µn3

n2 = Nc B − νn3

N = n1 + n2 + n3 ( µ + ν )

(6)

with N, µ, and ν denoting Avogadro’s number and stoichiometric coefficients of A and
B alloy components describing dimer Aµ Bν , respectively. In the framework of CFM, the
functional form of the Gibbs free energy of mixing G M is fitted to the experimental data
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(the enthalpy of mixing and activities) to obtain four interaction energy parameters [20,45].
Minimizing the Gibbs free energy of mixing for a given temperature and pressure, n3 can
be calculated. The last noted together with the interaction energy parameters are necessary
to obtain the expressions of the activities of alloy components by means of the standard
thermodynamic relations [45], and the surface tension σ can be calculated as follows:
σ = σA +

k T γs
k B T csA
ln
+ B ln A
α
cA
α
γA

(7)

σ = σB +

k B T csB
k T γs
ln + B ln B
α
cB
α
γB

(8)

where α, σi , γi , γis (i = A, B) are the mean surface area, surface tensions, activity coefficients
of the bulk, and the surface phase of the pure components, respectively [20,45].
2.1.3. Quasi Chemical Approximation (QCA) for Regular Solution
The applications of SAM and CFM to describe the surface properties of demixing/phase separating and strongly compound forming alloy systems, which represent
the two limiting cases of mixing, highlight the effects of short-range ordering on their
surface properties [21,24]. There are two indicators, useful to quantitatively evaluate the
contributions of short-range order phenomena on these properties. The first one is deviation from the ideal mixing behaviour, and the second one, more precise, is the use of
the quasi chemical approximation (QCA) for regular solution [11,41,44,45] to compare the
model predicted property values obtained by the SAM and CFM. Therefore, the difference
between the QCA and SAM (or CFM) calculated isotherms indicates the deviation from
the regular solution behaviour and is an estimate of the effects of short-range order on the
surface properties (surface tension and surface segregation) of the aforementioned groups
of alloys [4,8,11,21,24,41,44,45].
The QCA for regular solution is characterised by only one interaction energy parameter
that can be obtained from thermodynamic datasets as a function of temperature. In the
framework of QCA, the surface tension is calculated by


k B T (2 − pZ ) C s
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− qln
σ = σA +
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where Z is the coordination number, β and βs are composition dependent auxiliary variables
for the bulk and surface phases containing the energetic term, and p and q are the surface
coordination fractions. For a closed-packed structure, the values of these parameters
usually are taken as 1/2 and 1/4, respectively [11,41,45].
2.1.4. Perfect Solution Model
Surface tension of alloys exhibiting the ideal behaviour in bulk and in the surface
phase can be accounted for by the perfect solution model [47], as follows:
 

 

 

σα
ασA
ασB
exp −
= c A ·exp −
+c B ·exp −
(11)
kB T
kB T
kB T
The variables and constants of Equation (11) are already defined. Otherwise, as
noted above, the difference between the most appropriate surface tension isotherm and
that calculated by the perfect solution model can be used as one of the indicators for the
interactions in an alloy system. Indeed, positive deviations of ideality is related to the
systems for which the mixing thermodynamic properties deviate negatively from Raoult’s
law and vice versa [20].
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2.2. Transport Properties: Viscosity
The experimental difficulties related to high temperature measurements and/or controversial trends of experimentally determined viscosity datasets are the main problems of
development and validation of viscosity models of liquid binary alloys. There are many
empirical and semi-empirical viscosity models [20] and after preliminary calculations, the
model reported by Moelwyn–Hughes (MH) [42] showed the most appropriate results to
predict the viscosity of liquid Cu-Pb and Fe-Si alloys. The thermodynamic MH viscosity
model is a very simple one with energetics expressed in terms of the enthalpy of mixing.
The MH viscosity isotherm is described by
η = (c A η1 + c B η2 )(1 − 2c A c B −

Hmix
)
RT

(12)

where η1 and η2 are the viscosities of pure components, Hmix is the enthalpy of mixing, and
R is the gas constant.
2.3. Density/Molar Volume
As almost all thermophysical properties relevant for the solidification of, for example,
the surface tension, viscosity, molar volume, and compressibility require density data,
there is a need to obtain reliable density datasets as input in the models describing the
aforementioned issues [10–14]. Until now, there have been no appropriate models to predict
the density, and therefore the only sources of such data are the experimental data. The
molar volume is the thermophysical property directly related to the density [20]. Indeed,
the molar volume of binary alloys in the liquid and the solid state is expressed by
VAlloy =

c A M A + c B MB
ρ Alloy

(13)

where M A , MB are the molar masses of components A, and B and ρ Alloy is the alloy density.
The excess quantities are characteristics of real alloy systems [20,41,43]. Therefore, the
excess volume can be calculated by


c A MA
c M
c M + c B MB
−
+ B B
V E = VAlloy − Videal = A A
(14)
ρ Alloy
ρA
ρB
2.4. Structural Information: Scc (0) and α1 Microscopic Functions
The determination of the structures of metallic melts by neutron diffraction and X-ray
methods is often associated with experimental difficulties related to their high melting
temperatures; therefore, there are only a few databases and reviews available [22,23]. The
lack of such experimental data can be compensated by the model predicted data that may
give information on the nature of mixing and degree of order in a melt in terms of the
two microscopic functions, i.e., the concentration-concentration structure factor in the long
wavelength limit Scc (0) and Warren–Cowley short-range order parameter α1 (or chemical
short-range order parameter, CSRO) [8,21,24,41,43–45]. To this aim, the knowledge of the
thermodynamic functions of mixing is required. Knowing the Gibbs energy of mixing G M
of the liquid phase, Scc (0) can be expressed either by G M or by the activities a A and a B , as
∂2 G M
Scc (0) = RT
∂x2A

! −1



= xB a A
T,P,N

∂a A
∂x A

 −1



= x A aB
T,P,N

∂a B
∂x B

 −1
(15)
T,P,N

For ideal mixing the energy parameters become zero and Equation (12) becomes
Scc (0, id) = x A · x B

(16)
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The difference between Scc (0) and Scc (0, id) in terms of inequality involving absolute
value defines the mixing behaviour of liquid binary alloys. Indeed, Scc (0) > Scc (0, id)
indicates demixing/phase separation, whereas the opposite inequality Scc (0) < Scc (0, id),
characterises the presence of chemical order in a melt.
Warren–Cowley short-range order parameter α1 describes the degree of order in liquid
alloys and it can be calculated by
1 + α1
Scc (0)
=
x A ·xB
1 − ( Z − 1) α1

(17)

where α1 parameter values are in the range of −1 ≤ α1 ≤ 1. Its negative values indicate
ordering in an alloy melt, and α1min = −1 suggests complete ordering. On the contrary, its
positive values indicate demixing, and for α1max = 1, the phase separation takes place.
3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Thermodynamics of the Two Limiting Cases of Mixing: Cu-Pb and Fe-Si Liquid Alloys
Close similarity of structures between solid and liquid alloys is evident near their
melting temperatures. Therefore, to highlight the effects of short-range ordering on the
thermodynamic and thermophysical properties of liquid Cu-Pb and Fe-Si alloys, these
properties were calculated for T = 1373 and T = 1823 K, near the highest melting temperatures corresponding to Cu and Fe, respectively. Indeed, in the case of alloys exhibiting
one of the two limiting cases of mixing, the short-range order effects are evident and can
be deduced from the corresponding property curves, their irregularities, and significant
deviations from ideality.
3.1.1. Cu-Pb
The Cu-Pb phase diagram data [25–33], positive enthalpy of mixing [33,48], as well as
the activity datasets [49,50] suggest endothermic mixing behaviour of these alloys, which
is substantiated by a monotectic type phase diagram of the Cu-Pb system [25,30–32]. The
aforementioned property datasets were used to calculate the interaction energy parameter,
which resulted as W = 1.66 k B T, in agreement with the corresponding data reported
in [34]. In the framework of SAM [24,41,51], using the phase diagram data [28–30], the
interaction energy term W, the enthalpy of mixing [48], Cu [49], and Pb [50] activities,
the thermodynamic properties of mixing were calculated for T = 1373 K (Figure 1). The
datasets shown in Figure 1 indicate positive enthalpy of mixing and large deviations of the
activities from the ideal mixing. A good agreement between the model predicted property
values and the corresponding experimental data [48–50] can be observed. Similarly, the
calculated values of the Gibbs free energy of liquid Cu-Pb alloys and the phase diagram
data [28,29,31] agree fairly well. The tendency towards phase separation and/or demixing
in an alloy melt can be “quantified” by the normalised form of the Gibbs free energy of
mixing G M /RT of the liquid phase at the equiatomic composition. For Cu-Pb melts, the
values of G M /RT = −0.224 and H M /RT = 0.62 are characteristic for the systems that exhibit
demixing and/or phase separation (Figure 1) [24,41,51].
3.1.2. Fe-Si
Available experimental data on the thermodynamic properties as well as phase diagram information have been used for the calculation of order energy parameters for
the liquid phase of the Fe-Si system. For all measurement temperatures, the Gibbs free
energy and the enthalpy of mixing of Fe-Si are negative and exhibit a minimum near the
composition cSi = 0.5 (Figure 2) and cSi = 0.46 (Figure 3), respectively. The thermodynamic
studies on the formation of intermetallic compounds in the Fe-Si system suggest retention
of order in the melts at equiatomic composition, indicating the FeSi as an energetically
favoured compound [46,52]. Accordingly, at least close to the melting temperature, the
preferential arrangements of Fe and Si constituent atoms favour the formation of FeSicomplexes in the liquid alloys (Equation (2)) with µ = 1 and υ = 1. It is known that the
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CFM formalism [11,21,45] considers only the stoichiometry of an energetically favoured
compound. Therefore, the asymmetric behaviour of the Fe-Si enthalpy curve and corresponding experimental data [53–55] around the equiatomic composition (Figure 3) may
be attributed to the existence of more than one type of association. Ohtani [38] reported
Metals 2022, 12, x FOR PEER REVIEW FeSi having similar formation energy and thus, in the liquid phase, AB trimers may
8 of be
22 in
2
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(Equation (2)) with 𝜇 = 1 and 𝜐 = 1. It
is known that the CFM formalism [11,21,45] considers only the stoichiometry of an
energetically favoured compound. Therefore, the asymmetric behaviour of the Fe-Si
enthalpy curve and corresponding experimental data [53–55] around the equiatomic
composition (Figure 3) may be attributed to the existence of more than one type of
association. Ohtani [38] reported 𝐹𝑒𝑆𝑖 having similar formation energy and thus, in the
liquid phase, 𝐴𝐵 trimers may be in chemical equilibrium with other chemical complexes
and some residual unassociated Fe and Si-atoms present in the melt [11].
The datasets of the enthalpy of mixing [53–55], the activities of Si [38,56], and Fe [57]
together with the optimised data of the excess Gibbs free energy of mixing of liquid Fe-Si
alloys [37] and the Gibbs free energy of mixing [37,39], all obtained at T = 1823 K or close
to this temperature, have been used as input data in the CFM to calculate the four
interaction energy parameters. The CFM predicted values 𝑔 = 3.52, 𝑊 = −1.55, 𝑊 =
−1.35, and 𝑊 = −1.1, all in 𝑅𝑇 units, were then used to calculate the concentration
dependent number of complexes (Figure 2). As noted above, an indicator for
attraction/repulsion between the constituent atoms in an alloy melt is 𝐺 /𝑅𝑇 , the

liquid Fe-Si alloys [21,44]. The maximum effect of ordering for T = 1823 K, expressed in
𝑛 of 𝐹𝑒𝑆𝑖 dimers (𝑛 = 0.35) at the equiatomic composition, is shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 3. Concentration dependence of thermodynamic properties of liquid Fe-Si alloys calculated for
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3.2. Surface Properties of Phase Separating and Compound Forming Liquid Alloys
The modelling of solidification as the key step of all industrial processes involving the
presence of liquid phase, such as casting or joining, requires the knowledge of the surface
properties of liquid alloys as input data. To this aim, depending on the mixing behaviour of
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liquid alloys, the choice of the most appropriate models validated by the experimental data
is the best strategy to select the reliable input data that make possible accurate predictions
of solidification, obtaining tailored microstructures [6,10,13].
3.2.1. Self Aggregating Model (SAM) and Surface Properties of Cu-Pb Melts
In order to describe the surface tension and surface segregation of liquid Cu-Pb alloys,
the three models have been applied. The first one is the SAM [24,51], as the most appropriate for monotectic alloys, followed by the QCA for regular solution [11,41] evaluating
the deviations of SAM predicted values from the regular solution surface tension isotherm,
and finally, the perfect solution model [11,47], useful for an estimation of the surface properties with respect to the ideal behaviour. In the present work, the surface tension of pure
Cu [4] and Pb [58] liquid metals were taken as the reference data together with their molar
volume [20], the energetic term W, and numbers of atoms (Equation (1)) in self-associates
Cui and Pb j obtained from the thermodynamic data [28,29,38,49,50,53–55]. The SAM thermodynamic calculations for T = 1373 K indicate the energetic term value of W = 1.66 k B T
and the formation of Cu3 and Pb2 clusters in the melt. Combining Equations (3)–(5), one
calculates the surface composition by the SAM, whereas the same property calculated by
the QCA for regular solution is obtained subtracting Equation (9) from Equation (10). The
calculated values of the surface composition of liquid Cu-Pb alloys suggest the segregation
of Pb-atoms to the surface for all bulk concentrations and agree with the fact that the degree
of segregation decreases with an increase in temperature (Figure 4). The presence of clusters
exhibiting homocoordination tendency increases the segregation on the melt surface and,
therefore, the isotherm calculated by the SAM (Figure 4; curve 1) shows higher values with
respect to that obtained by the QCA for regular solution (Figure 4; curve 2). The difference
between the isotherms (Figure 4; curves 1 and 2) calculated by the two models indicates
pronounced effects of clustering on Pb-enrichment in liquid Cu-Pb alloy melts.

s ) vs. bulk composition (C
Figure 4. Surface composition (CPb
Pb ) for liquid Cu-Pb alloys calculated by
the SAM (curve 1) and the QCA for regular solution (curve 2) for T = 1823 K.

Subsequently, the obtained surface composition values cSPb (Figure 4, curve 1) were
inserted into either Equation (3) or Equation (4) to calculate the SAM isotherm, whereas in
the case of the isotherm calculated by the QCA for regular solution, the corresponding cSPb
values (Figure 4, curve 2) were inserted in Equation (9) or Equation (10). The surface tension
isotherms of liquid Cu-Pb alloys calculated for T = 1373 K together with the literature
data [59–61] obtained at the same temperature are shown in Figure 5. The maximum
difference between the surface tension data calculated by the SAM (Figure 5, curve 1)
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3.2.2. Compound Forming Model (CFM) and Surface Properties of Fe-Si Melts
3.2.2. Compound Forming Model (CFM) and Surface Properties of Fe-Si Melts
Using the thermodynamic data [37,38,53–57] related to mixing behaviour of liquid
Using the thermodynamic data [37,38,53–57] related to mixing behaviour of liquid
Fe-Si alloys, their surface properties as functions of composition have been calculated for
Fe-Si
alloys, their surface properties as functions of composition have been calculated for
T = 1823 K by the two models: the CFM and the QCA for regular solution. Postulating the
FeSi intermetallic compound as energetically favoured (Equation (2)) [46,52], it is assumed
the formation of FeSi dimers (µ = 1 υ = 1) in the liquid phase, at least near the melting
temperature and solving Equations (7) and (8), the CFM surface tension isotherm was
calculated. Similarly, using Equations (9) and (10), the QCA isotherm for regular solution
was obtained (Figure 6; curve 2). The calculated values of surface composition cSSi suggest
the enrichment by Si-atoms over the whole composition range (Figure 6; curve 1 and
curve 2) and agree that the degree of segregation decreases with an increase in temperature.
The pronounced effects of the short-range order in Fe-Si melts suppress Si-segregation
on the surface layer (Figure 6, curve 1). The magnitude of these effects can be estimated
by the difference in the surface composition calculated by the CFM and QCA for regular
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solution model. In particular, the maximum difference in Si-segregation, indicated by the
two calculated isotherms, is evident for cSi < 0.5, suggesting the concomitant effects of FeSi
dimers and associates with stoichiometry of other Fe-rich intermetallics (Figure 6).

s ) vs. bulk composition (C ) for liquid Fe-Si alloys calculated by
Figure 6. Surface composition (CSi
Si
the CFM (curve 1) and the QCA for regular solution (curve 2) for T = 1823 K.

The thermodynamic datasets of liquid Fe-Si alloys [37–39,53–57], the surface tension
reference data of liquid Fe [62] and Si [63], and their the molar volumes data [20] have
been taken as the input data to calculate the surface tension isotherms. Using the CFM
(Equations (7) and (8)) and the QCA for regular solution (Equations (9) and (10)) as well as
the perfect solution model, the calculations were performed for T = 1823 K and compared to
the literature experimental data [18,64–69]. Large differences between the model predicted
values by the CFM (Figure 7, curve 1) and QCA for regular solution (Figure 7, curve 2)
indicate strong compound forming tendency in liquid Fe-Si alloys [21]. The surface tension
isotherms of liquid Fe-Si alloys obtained by the CFM and QCA for regular solution deviate
positively with respect to that calculated by the perfect solution model, confirming that
liquid alloys with negative mixing thermodynamic properties in the bulk exhibit positive
surface tension deviations with respect to the ideal behaviour (Figure 7, curve 3). In all
calculations, for the Fe-Si liquid phase, the coordination number Z = 10 was taken [4,11,21].
The experimental data [18,64–69] exhibit excellent agreement with the CFM isotherm within
0.15 < cSi < 0.5, otherwise the data agree fairly well with the QCA model predicted values.
Among the datasets noted above, it is important to note the most recent surface tension data
of Fe-10 wt% Si alloy (Fe-18.1 at %) described by (σ = 1.656 − 0.359·10−4 ( T − 1774 K )) [18],
obtained by short-time measurements on parabolic flights thanks to containerless levitation
processing [10,11]. Slightly lower surface tension data [64,66] were observed for Si-rich
alloys that are more prone to oxidation with respect to Fe-Si alloys containing less silicon.
The effects of trace quantity of surfactants in the surrounding atmosphere, mainly oxygen
and sulphur, that seem to be insignificant for most thermodynamic measurements, significantly reduce the surface properties of molten metals and alloys, such as those of liquid Si,
Fe, and their alloys [20]. Generally, the concomitant effects of oxidation and the presence
of two or more intermetallic compounds with similar energetics in an alloy melt, favour
complex effects of the short-range order phenomena and, to predict in a rigorous manner
the surface tension behaviour, new models are needed.
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The density of liquid Cu-Pb and Fe-Si alloys is of great importance for casting processes
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and Fe-Si alloys [18,53,68,69,78]
were used to calculate the molar volume isotherm (Equations (13) and (14)) for T = 1823 K
(Figure 9, curve 1). The high negative attractive forces between Fe atoms and Si atoms
indicate pronounced short-range ordering in the melts and, therefore, the molar volume isotherm of liquid Fe-Si alloys (Figure 9, curve 1) exhibits large negative deviations
from the ideal mixture (Figure 9, curve 2), as was already observed in the case of Al-Ni
melts [79]. All the experimental datasets of the molar volume [18,53,68,69,78] follow the
same trend and, with the exception of dataset reported in [69], they are close to the isotherm
(Figure 9, curve 1). In particular, the molar volume data [18] was deduced from the density
(Equation (13)) that was previously determined from the sample radius and the sample
mass of the samples processed under reduced gravity conditions with an electromagnetic
processing device on board a parabolic flight airplane [18].
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Figure 8. Concentration dependence of the molar volume (curve 1) and the ideal mixture (curve 2)
of liquid Cu-Pb alloys calculated for T = 1373 K. For a comparison, the molar volume values obtained
from the density data [73] measured at the same temperature are shown.

The molar volume reference data of liquid Fe [76], Si [77], and Fe-Si alloys
[18,53,68,69,78] were used to calculate the molar volume isotherm (Equations (13) and
(14)) for T = 1823 K (Figure 9, curve 1). The high negative attractive forces between Fe
atoms and Si atoms indicate pronounced short-range ordering in the melts and, therefore,
the molar volume isotherm of liquid Fe-Si alloys (Figure 9, curve 1) exhibits large negative
deviations from the ideal mixture (Figure 9, curve 2), as was already observed in the case
of Al-Ni melts [79]. All the experimental datasets of the molar volume [18,53,68,69,78] follow the same trend and, with the exception of dataset reported in [69], they are close to
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The molar volume reference data of liquid Fe [76], Si [77], and Fe-Si alloys
[18,53,68,69,78] were used to calculate the molar volume isotherm (Equations (13) and
(14)) for T = 1823 K (Figure 9, curve 1). The high negative attractive forces between Fe
atoms and Si atoms indicate pronounced short-range ordering in the melts and, therefore,
the molar volume isotherm of liquid Fe-Si alloys (Figure 9, curve 1) exhibits large negative
deviations from the ideal mixture (Figure 9, curve 2), as was already observed in the case
of Al-Ni melts [79]. All the experimental datasets of the molar volume [18,53,68,69,78] follow the same trend and, with the exception of dataset reported in [69], they are close to
the isotherm (Figure 9, curve 1). In particular, the molar volume data [18] was deduced
from the density (Equation (13)) that was previously determined from the sample radius
and the sample mass of the samples processed under reduced gravity conditions with an
electromagnetic processing device on board a parabolic flight airplane [18].

Figure 9. Concentration dependence of the molar volume (curve 1) and the ideal mixture (curve 2) of
liquid Fe-Si alloys calculated for T = 1823 K. For a comparison, the molar volume values obtained
from the density data [18,53,68,69,78] measured at the same temperature are shown.

3.4. Viscosity of Cu-Pb Phase Separating and Fe-Si Compound Forming Liquid Alloys
Preliminary analysis of the viscosity models reported in [20] and their applications to
liquid Cu-Pb alloys have been performed by Terzieff [80], suggesting his four parameters
model [81] as the most appropriate. Terzieff’s model is an extension of Morita’s model [20],
and both models are based on the MH model [42] and include hard sphere and four
empirical parameters contributions. Terzieff’s viscosity isotherm has been calculated for
T = 1373 K using the enthalpy of mixing of liquid Cu-Pb [33] compiled for T = 1473 K
together with the Cu and Pb viscosity reference data [82] measured at T = 1373 K. It has
similar shape to that of the MH model (Equation (12)) and agrees well with the experimental
dataset [82]. Therefore, in the present work, to describe the viscosity of liquid Cu-Pb alloys,
the MH model [42] with the enthalpy of mixing [48] obtained at T = 1373 K was used
and, subsequently, this model was validated by the datasets [82–84]. To this aim, using
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Theoretical analysis of four viscosity models applied to liquid Fe-Si alloys for T = 1873
K [86] indicated Kaptay’s [87] model as the most appropriate. In contrast, considering the
viscosity dataset [88] of liquid Fe-Si alloys as well as those of Al-Co [45] or Al-Ni melts [89],
one may expect an irregular viscosity isotherm. It is well known that the properties
curves, such as the viscosity, surface tension, molar volume, electrical resistivity, and
other isotherms of strongly interacting compound forming systems exhibit a pronounced
irregularity over the composition range characterised by the presence of few intermetallic
compounds in the solid state [21]. In the liquid phase, over the aforementioned composition
range, pronounced effects of short-range order can be observed. Therefore, to describe
the viscosity of liquid Fe-Si alloys, the simple thermodynamic MH model [42] may be the
most appropriate. To this aim, the viscosity of liquid Fe [76] and Si [77] were taken as the
reference data and combined with the enthalpy of mixing [53] into Equation (12). It is
important to note that recently measured viscosities of the pure alloy components [76,77]
are close to those reported in [85]. The viscosity isotherm (Figure 11, curve 1) calculated
for T = 1823 K exhibits positive deviation from the ideal behaviour (Figure 11, curve 2).
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The ordering phenomena in liquid Cu-Pb alloys have been analysed in terms of the
concentration fluctuations in the long wavelength limit Scc (0) (Equations (12) and (13))
and CSRO parameter α1 (Equation (14)) as functions of bulk composition for T = 1373 K
(Figure 12). In order to visualize the nature of atomic interactions in an alloy melt,
(Scc (0) − Scc (0, id) ) is the indicator. In the case of Cu-Pb melts, Scc (0) > Scc (0, id)
(Figure 12, curves 1 and 3) indicates demixing and phase separation. Approaching the
monotectic line, the temperature dependence of limit Scc (0) is very sensitive and it tends
to infinity. Indeed, in the region of the miscibility gap, Scc (0) increases sharply with an
increase in temperature. Accordingly, at the monotectic temperature T = 1228.5 K of the
Cu-Pb system [31], Scc (0) tends sharply to infinity, and with an increase in temperature
up to T=1373 K, Scc (0) decreases reaching the maximum value of 2.12 for to c Pb = 0.4
(Figure 12, curve 1). Similarly, positive values of the Warren–Cowley short-range order
parameter (Figure 12, curve 2) over the whole composition range with the maximum value
of α1 = 0.077 for c Pb = 0.5 display strong tendency towards homocoordination forming Cu3
(Cu-Cu) and Pb2 (Pb-Pb) clusters as nearest neighbours. Both microscopic functions show
maximum demixing leading to phase separation for compositions in the range of 0.4 <
c Pb < 0.5 (Figure 12) that are close to the monotectic compositions of c Pb = 0.18 and c Pb =
0.57 [31]. The CSRO parameter α1 of the two Cu-35Pb and Cu-65Pb (in at %) alloys was
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that is to
the Fe-Si phase diagram [37,39], characterised by the presence of a few intermetallic compounds and the formation of heterocoordinated associates in the liquid phase, at least close
to the melting temperatures of alloys [11,21,45]. FeSi associates are prevalently present in
Fe-Si melts, but also the associates with other stoichiometries, corresponding to those of
other intermetallic compounds, may be present [22,23]. On the other side, the shape and
relatively law values of Scc (0) with a slightly lower flat minimum of 0.054 at CSi = 0.45–0.46
together with a symmetric curve of the CSRO parameter α1 with respect to CSi = 0.52, near
the equiatomic composition and its deep minimum of −0.23, substantiate the presence
of FeSi associates, indicating strong effects of short-range ordering phenomena in liquid
Fe-Si alloys.
Other important information concerns the glass forming ability of the Fe-Si system.
It can be deduced from the shape of composition dependent Scc (0) and Scc (0, id) curves
(Figure 13, curve 1 and curve 3). Indeed, for Fe-rich alloys containing up to 89 at % Fe, the
two curves Scc (0) and Scc (0, id) overlap, showing that the difference |Scc (0) − Scc (0, id)| = 0
may be considered as a necessary condition for glass formation. A random mixing between
Aµ Bν associates, A and B unassociated atoms can presumably hinder the nucleation of new
phases, but the ability of liquid alloys to reach the glassy state also involves many other
kinetic factors [1–3]. Some examples of Fe-Si based bulk metallic glasses (BMG) are ternary
systems such as Fe-Si-B, Fe-Si-Al, and Fe-Si-Ti [92].
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Figure 13. Composition dependent concentration fluctuations in the long-wavelength limit Scc (0)
(curve 1), Scc (0, id)) for the ideal mixing (curve 3), and chemical short-range order parameter α1
(curve 2) of liquid Fe-Si alloys calculated for T = 1823 K.

4. Conclusions
Thermophysical properties data of liquid Cu-Pb and Fe-Si alloys are used as input data
for numerical simulations of solidification as a step of all industrial processes that involve
the presence of the liquid phase, such as casting and joining. In particular, the production
of structural components/parts by casting and quality of the products depends on the
microstructural evolution and possible formation of defects, which on the other side, are
directly related to numerical simulation of solidification. Surface tension, density/molar
volume, and viscosity datasets of liquid Cu-Pb and Fe-Si alloys have been mainly obtained
by container-based methods, whereas only one dataset related to the Fe-10 wt% Si alloy is
the result of containerless measurements. Indeed, the surface tension and viscosity of the
Fe-10 wt% Si were measured by the oscillating drop method in an electromagnetic levitation
device on board a parabolic flight airplane. The experimental data obtained under microgravity conditions make possible accurate measurements at high temperatures. Therefore,
the accuracy and reliability as well as the storage of the thermophysical properties datasets
are the main issue for the modelling of solidification related industrial processes. The
thermophysical properties datasets of liquid Cu-Pb and Fe-Si alloys were used to validate
the predictive models, indicating that only the synergy between the experimental and
theoretical data can result in successful materials and processes design.
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ai (i = A, B)
ci (i = A, B)
cis (i = A, B)
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Scc (0)
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µ, ν
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ρ Alloy
σ
σA
σB

components of an A − B alloy
activity of component i
composition of component i
surface composition of component i
energetic term of CFM
Gibbs free energy of mixing
excess Gibbs free energy of mixing
enthalpy of mixing
Boltzmann’s constant
atomic mass of component i
number of specie i according to CFM in an A − B alloy
Avogadro’s number
surface coordination fractions
gas constant
surface area of an alloy
concentration fluctuations in the long wavelength limit
concentration fluctuations for the ideal mixing
absolute temperature
atomic volume of the component i
excess volume
volume of a liquid A − B alloy
coordination number
interaction energy term of SAM
energetic terms of CFM
mean surface area of an A − B alloy
surface area of atomic species i
short-range order parameter
auxiliary function for the bulk phase
auxiliary function for the surface phase
activity coefficient of component i
composition functions of the bulk and surface phases
viscosity of A − B liquid alloys
viscosity of component i
stoichiometric coefficients of an intermetallic
density of component
density of a liquid A − B alloy
surface tension of liquid A − B alloys
surface tension of pure component A
surface tension of pure component B

References
1.
2.
3.
4.

Busch, R. The thermophysical properties of bulk metallic glass-forming liquids. JOM 2000, 52, 39–42. [CrossRef]
Lu, Z.P.; Liu, C.T. A new glass-forming ability criterion for bulk metallic glasses. Acta Mater. 2002, 50, 3501–3512. [CrossRef]
Tokunaga, T.; Ohtani, H.; Hasebe, M. Thermodynamic evaluation of the phase equilibria and glass-forming ability of the Fe-Si-B
system. CALPHAD 2004, 28, 354–362. [CrossRef]
Amore, S.; Brillo, J.; Egry, I.; Novakovic, R. Surface tension of liquid Cu-Ti binary alloys measured by electromagnetic levitation
and thermodynamic modelling. Appl. Surf. Sci. 2011, 257, 7739–7745. [CrossRef]

Metals 2022, 12, 336

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.
35.

20 of 22

Laws, K.J.; Miracle, D.B.; Ferry, M. A predictive structural model for bulk metallic glasses. Nat. Commun. 2015, 6, 1–10.
Ashby, M.F.; Bréchet, Y.J.M.; Cebon, D.; Salvo, L. Selection strategies for materials and processes. Mater. Design 2004, 25, 51–67.
[CrossRef]
Abtew, M.; Selvaduray, G. Lead-free solders in microelectronics. Mater. Sci. Eng. R 2000, 27, 95–141. [CrossRef]
Novakovic, R.; Giuranno, D.; Ricci, E.; Delsante, S.; Li, D.; Borzone, G. Bulk and surface properties of liquid Sb-Sn alloys. Surf. Sci.
2011, 605, 248–255. [CrossRef]
Giuranno, D.; Delsante, S.; Borzone, G.; Novakovic, R. Effects of Sb addition on the properties of Sn-Ag-Cu/(Cu, Ni) solder
systems. J. Alloys Compd. 2016, 689, 918–930. [CrossRef]
Fecht, H.J. The ThermoLab project: High-precision thermophysical property data of liquid metals for modelling of industrial
solidification processes. High Temp. Mater. Proc. 2008, 27, 385–388. [CrossRef]
Novakovic, R.; Mohr, M.; Giuranno, D.; Ricci, E.; Brillo, J.; Wunderlich, R.; Egry, I.; Plevachuk, Y.; Fecht, H.-J. Surface Properties of
Liquid Al-Ni Alloys: Experiments Vs Theory. Microgravity Sci. Technol. 2020, 32, 1049–1064. [CrossRef]
Ricci, E.; Giuranno, D.; Novakovic, R.; Matsushita, T.; Seetharaman, S.; Brooks, R.; Chapman, L.; Quested, P. Density, Surface
Tension, and Viscosity of CMSX-4 Superalloy. Int. J. Thermophys. 2007, 28, 1304–1321. [CrossRef]
Keller, T.; Lindwall, G.; Ghosh, S.; Ma, L.; Lane, B.M.; Zhang, F.; Kattner, U.R.; Lass, E.A.; Heigel, J.C.; Idell, Y.; et al. Application
of finite element, phase-field, and CALPHAD-based methods to additive manufacturing of Ni-based superalloys. Acta Mater.
2017, 139, 244–253. [CrossRef]
Wunderlich, R.K.; Hecht, U.; Hediger, F.; Fecht, H.-J. Surface Tension, viscosity, and selected thermophysical properties of
Ti48Al48Nb2Cr2, Ti46Al46Nb8, and Ti46Al46Ta8 from microgravity experiments. Adv. Eng. Mater. 2018, 20, 1–9. [CrossRef]
Benetti, G.; Cavaliere, E.; Brescia, R.; Salassi, S.; Ferrando, R.; Vantomme, A.; Pallecchi, L.; Pollini, S.; Boncompagni, S.; Fortuni, B.;
et al. Tailored Ag-Cu-Mg multielemental nanoparticles for wide-spectrum antibacterial coating. Nanoscale 2019, 11, 1626–1635.
[CrossRef]
Mohr, M.; Wunderlich, R.; Novakovic, R.; Ricci, E.; Fecht, H.-J. Precise measurements of thermophysical properties of liquid
Ti-6Al-4V (Ti64) alloy on board the international space station. Adv. Eng. Mater. 2020, 20, 1–10.
Joint Committee for Guides in Metrology (JCGM/WG1), GUM 1995 with Minor Corrections, Evaluation of Measurement
Data-Guide to the Expression of Uncertainty in Measurement, 1st ed. September 2008, JCGM 2008. pp. 1–120. Available online:
https://www.bipm.org/documents/20126/2071204/JCGM_100_2008_E.pdf/cb0ef43f-baa5-11cf-3f85-4dcd86f77bd6 (accessed
on 1 January 2022).
Mohr, M.; Wunderlich, R.K.; Fecht, H.-J. Surface Tension and Viscosity of Fe-10%Si Measured by the Oscillating Drop Method in
an Electromagnetic Levitation Device on Board a Parabolic Flight Airplane, DLR ThermoLab Project 50WM1759, ESA ThermoProp
Project. August 2018, pp. 1–7. Available online: https://www.preprints.org/manuscript/202201.0391/v1 (accessed on 25 July
2018).
Tanaka, T.; Hack, K.; Iida, T.; Hara, S. Application of thermodynamic databases to the evaluation of surface tensions of molten
alloys, salt mixtures and oxide mixtures. Z. Metallkd. 1996, 87, 380–389. [CrossRef]
Iida, T.; Guthrie, R.I.L. The Thermophysical Properties of Liquid Metals, Fundamentals, 1st ed.; University Press: Oxford, UK, 2015; pp.
1–353.
Singh, R.N.; March, N.H. Principles. In Intermetallic Compounds. Principles and Practice, 1st ed.; Westbrook, J.H., Fleischer, R.L.,
Eds.; John Wiley & Sons: New York, NY, USA, 1995; pp. 661–686.
Lamparter, P.; Steeb, S. Structure factors of liquid Cu-Pb alloys by neutron diffraction. Z. Naturforsch. 1980, 35a, 1178–1181.
[CrossRef]
Steeb, S.; Falch, S.; Lamparter, P. Structur und thermisches Verhalten rasch abgeschreckter Legirungen. Z. Metallkd. 1984, 75,
599–613. (In German)
Singh, R.N.; Sommer, F. Segregation and immiscibility in liquid binary alloys. Rep. Prog. Phys. 1997, 60, 57–150. [CrossRef]
Vaajamo, I.; Johto, H.; Taskinen, P. Solubility study of the copper-lead system. Int. J. Mater. Res. 2013, 104, 372–376. [CrossRef]
Chakrabarti, D.J.; Laughlin, D.E. The Cu-Pb (Copper-Lead) system. Bull. Alloy Phase Diagr. 1984, 5, 503–510. [CrossRef]
Hansen, M.; Anderko, K. Constitution of Binary Alloys, 2nd ed.; McGraw-Hill: New York, NY, USA, 1958.
Hayes, F.H.; Lukas, H.L.; Effenberg, G.; Petzow, G. A thermodynamic optimisation. of the Cu-Ag-Pb system. Z. Metallkd. 1986, 77,
749–754.
Niemelä, J. A thermodynamic evaluation of the copper-bismuth and copper-lead systems. CALPHAD 1986, 10, 77–89. [CrossRef]
Teppo, O.; Niemela, J.; Taskinen, P. The copper-lead phase diagram. Thermochim. Acta 1991, 185, 155–169. [CrossRef]
Onderka, B.; Zabdyr, L. A new critical assessment of the copper-lead system. Scand. J. Metall. 2001, 30, 320–323. [CrossRef]
Miettinen, J.; Docheva, P.; Vassilev, G. Thermodynamic description of the Cu-Pb-Sn system at the Cu-Pb side. CALPHAD 2010, 34,
415–420. [CrossRef]
Hultgren, R.; Desai, P.D.; Hawkins, D.T.; Gleiser, M.; Kelly, K.K. Thermodynamic Properties of Cu-Pb Binary Alloy System;
Thermodynamic Properties of Fe-Si Binary Alloy System. In Selected Values of Thermodynamics Properties of Binary Alloys, 1st ed.;
ASM International: Metals Park, OH, USA, 1973; pp. 773–776, 871–883.
Shrestha, G.K.; Singh, B.K.; Jha, I.S.; Koirala, I. Theoretical study of thermodynamic properties of Cu-Pb liquid alloys at different
temperature by optimization method. J. Inst. Sci. Techn. 2017, 22, 25–33. [CrossRef]
Lide, D.R. CRC Handbook of Chemistry and Physics, 84th ed.; CRC Press LLC: Boca Raton, FL, USA, 2004.

Metals 2022, 12, 336

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.

21 of 22

Pauling, L. Nature of the Chemical Bonding; Cornell University Press: Ithaca, NY, USA, 1960.
Lacaze, J.; Sundman, B. An Assessment of the Fe-C-Si System. Metall. Trans. A 1991, 22A, 2212–2223. [CrossRef]
Ohtani, M. Activities of silicon and carbon in molten Fe-Si-C alloys. Sci. Rep. Tohoku Imp. Univ. Ser. A 1955, 7, 487–501.
Cui, S.; Jung, I.-H. Critical reassessment of the Fe-Si system. CALPHAD 2017, 56, 108–125. [CrossRef]
Adhikari, D.; Jha, I.S.; Singh, B.P. Structural asymmetry in liquid Fe-Si alloys. Philos. Mag. 2010, 90, 2687–2694. [CrossRef]
Giuranno, D.; Novakovic, R. Surface and transport properties of liquid Bi-Sn alloys. J. Mater. Sci. Mater. El. 2020, 31, 5533–5545.
[CrossRef]
Moelwyn-Hughes, E.A. Physical Chemistry, 2nd ed.; Pergamon Press: New York, NY, USA, 1961; pp. 786–788.
Delsante, S.; Borzone, G.; Novakovic, R. Experimental thermodynamics, surface and transport properties of liquid Ag-Ge alloys.
Thermochim. Acta 2019, 682, 178432. [CrossRef]
Novakovic, R.; Tanaka, T.; Muolo, M.L.; Lee, J.; Passerone, A. Bulk and surface transport properties of liquid Ag-X (X = Ti, Hf)
compound forming alloys. Surf. Sci. 2005, 591, 56–69. [CrossRef]
Novakovic, R.; Tanaka, T. Bulk and surface properties of Al-Co and Co-Ni liquid alloys. Phys. B Condens. Matter 2006, 371,
223–231. [CrossRef]
Meschel, S.V.; Kleppa, O.J. Standard enthalpies of formation of some 3d transition metal silicides by high temperature direct
synthesis calorimetry. J. Alloys Compd. 1998, 267, 128–135. [CrossRef]
Bernard, G.; Lupis, C.H.P. The surface tension of liquid silver alloys: Part I. Silver-gold alloys. Metall. Trans. B 1971, 2, 555–559.
[CrossRef]
Schuermann, E.; Kaune, A. Calorimetry and thermodynamics of Cu-Pb alloys. Z. Metallkd. 1965, 56, 453–462. (In German)
Timucin, M. Thermodynamic properties of liquid Cu-Pb alloys. Met. Trans. 1980, 11B, 503–510. [CrossRef]
Deev, V.I.; Rybnikov, V.I.; Goldobin, V.P.; Smirnov, V.I. Thermodynamic properties of liquid alloys of Cu-Pb system. Zh. Fiz. Khim.
1971, 45, 3053–3056. (In Russian)
Singh, R.N.; Sommer, F. A simple model for demixing binary liquid alloys. Z. Metallkd. 1992, 83, 533–540. [CrossRef]
Schlesinger, M.E. Thermodynamics of solid transition-metal silicides. Chem. Rev. 1990, 90, 607–628. [CrossRef]
Gertman, Y.M.; Gel’d, P.V. On thermochemistry of liquid iron alloys with silicon. Russ. J. Phys. Chem. 1962, 36, 788–792.
Kanibolotsky, D.S.; Bieloborodova, O.A.; Kotova, N.V.; Lisnyak, V.V. Thermodynamics of liquid Fe-Si and Fe-Ge alloys. J. Therm.
Anal. Calorim. 2003, 71, 583–591. [CrossRef]
Iguchi, Y.; Tozaki, Y.; Kakizaki, M.; Fuwa, T.; Ban-ya, S. A calorimetric study of heats of mixing of liquid iron alloys. J. Iron Steel
Inst. Japan 1981, 67, 925–932. [CrossRef]
Sanbongi, K.; Ohtani, M. Activities of coexisting elements in molten iron. II. Activity of silicon in a molten iron-silicon system. Sci.
Rep. Tohoku Imp. Univ. Ser. A 1953, 5, 350–357.
Miki, T.; Morita, K.; Yamawaki, M. Measurements of thermodynamic properties of iron in molten silicon by Knudsen effusion
method. J. Mass Spectrom. Soc. Jpn. 1999, 47, 72–75. [CrossRef]
Giuranno, D.; Gnecco, F.; Ricci, E.; Novakovic, R. Surface tension and wetting behaviour of molten Bi-Pb alloys. Intermetallics
2003, 11, 1313–1317. [CrossRef]
Metzger, G. Surface Tension Measurements, VII. Temperature Dependence of the Surface Tension of Copper and the Surface
Tension of Molten Silver- Lead, Silver-Bismuth and Copper-Lead Alloys. Z. Phys. Chem. 1959, 211, 1–25. (In German)
Joud, J.-C.; Eustathopoulos, N.; Bricard, A.; Desré, P. Determination de la tension superficielle des alliages Ag-Pb et Cu-Pb par la
méthode de la goutte posée. J. Chim. Phys. 1973, 170, 1290–1294. [CrossRef]
Goumiri, L.; Joud, J.C.; Desré, P. Estimation de la tension superficielle d’alliages liquides binaires présentant un effet de taille
important. Surf. Sci. 1979, 88, 461–473. (In French) [CrossRef]
Brillo, J.; Egry, I. Surface tension of nickel, copper, iron and their binary alloys. J. Mater. Sci. 2005, 40, 2213–2216. [CrossRef]
Hibiya, T.; Morohoshi, K.; Ozawa, S. Oxygen partial pressure dependence on surface tension and its temperature coefficient
for metallic melts: A discussion from the viewpoint of solubility and adsorption of oxygen. J. Mater. Sci. 2010, 45, 1986–1992.
[CrossRef]
Shergin, L.M.; Popel, S.I.; Tsarevskii, B.V. Temperature dependence of the density and surface tension of Cobalt-Silicon and
Nickel-Silicon melts. Tr. Inst. Met. Akad. Nauk SSSR Uralsk. Nauch. Tscntr. 1971, 25, 52.
Kawai, Y.; Mori, K.; Kishimoto, M.; Ishikura, K.; Shimada, T. Surface tension of liquid Fe-C-Si alloys. Tetsu to-Hagané 1974, 60,
29–31. [CrossRef]
Laty, P.; Joud, J.C.; Desre, P. Surface tensions of binary liquid alloys with strong chemical interactions. Surf. Sci. 1976, 60, 109–124.
[CrossRef]
Brooks, R.; Cameron, A. Measurements of the surface tension of the Iron-Silicon system using electromagnetic levitation. ISIJ Int.
2000, 40, 157–159. [CrossRef]
Yoshikawa, T. Surface Tensions of Fe-(30–40 mol %) Si-C Alloys at 1523–1723 K. Mater. Trans. 2013, 54, 1968–1974. [CrossRef]
Dzhemilev, N.K.; Popel, S.I.; Tsarevskii, B.V. Isotherm of the density and surface energy of iron-silicon melts. Phys. Met. Metallogr.
1964, 18, 77–78.
Kero, I.; Grådahl, S.; Tranell, G. Airborne Emissions from Si/FeSi Production. JOM 2017, 69, 365–380. [CrossRef]
Kim, Y.; Kim, H.G.; Kang, Y.-B.; Kaptay, G.; Lee, J. Prediction of Phase Separation of Immiscible Ga-Tl Alloys. Metall. Mater. Trans.
A Phys. Metall. Mater. Sci. 2017, 48A, 3130–3136. [CrossRef]

Metals 2022, 12, 336

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.

22 of 22

Zhao, J.-Z.; Ahmed, T.; Jiang, H.-X.; He, J.; Sun, Q. Solidification of Immiscible Alloys: A Review. Acta Metall. Sin. (Engl. Lett.)
2017, 30, 1–28. [CrossRef]
Sak, T.; Kucharski, M. Density of the copper-rich Cu-Pb-Fe alloys. Arch. Metall. Mater. 2015, 60, 1685–1692. [CrossRef]
Assael, M.J.; Kalyva, A.E.; Antoniadis, K.D.; Banish, R.M.; Egry, I.; Wu, J.; Kaschnitz, E.; Wakeham, W.A. Reference data for the
density and viscosity of liquid copper and liquid tin. J. Phys. Chem. Ref. Data 2010, 39, 1–8. [CrossRef]
Sobolev, V. Thermophysical properties of lead and lead-bismuth eutectic. J. Nucl. Mater. 2007, 362, 235–247. [CrossRef]
Assael, M.J.; Kakosimos, K.; Banish, R.M.; Brillo, J.; Egry, I.; Brooks, R.; Quested, P.N.; Mills, K.C.; Nagashima, A.; Sato, Y.; et al.
Reference data for the density and viscosity of liquid aluminium and liquid iron. J. Phys. Chem. Ref. Data 2006, 35, 285–300.
[CrossRef]
Assael, M.J.; Armyra, I.J.; Brillo, J.; Stankus, S.V.; Wu, J.; Wakeham, W.A. Reference data for the density and viscosity of liquid
cadmium, cobalt, gallium, indium, mercury, silicon, thallium, and zinc. J. Phys. Chem. Ref. Data 2012, 41, 033101. [CrossRef]
Mizuno, A.; Kawauchi, H.; Tanno, M.; Murai, K.; Kobatake, H.; Fukuyama, H.; Tsukada, T.; Watanabe, M. Concentration
dependence of molar volume of binary Si alloys in liquid state. ISIJ Int. 2014, 54, 2120–2124. [CrossRef]
Plevachuk, Y.; Egry, I.; Brillo, J.; Holland Moritz, D.; Kaban, I. Density and atomic volume in liquid Al-Fe and Al-Ni binary alloys.
I. Int. J. Mater. Res. 2007, 98, 107–111. [CrossRef]
Terzieff, P. The viscosity of liquid alloys of polyvalent metals with Cu, Ag and Au: Theoretical treatments based on the enthalpy
of mixing. Phys. B 2009, 404, 2039–2044. [CrossRef]
Terzieff, P. The viscosity of liquid alloys. J. Alloys Compd. 2008, 453, 233–240. [CrossRef]
Gvozdeva, L.I.; Lyubimov, A.P. Lyubimov. Ukr. Fiz. Zh. 1967, 12, 207.
V’yukhin, V.V.; Sokolov, A.M.; Tsepelev, V.S.; Chikova, O.A. Viscosity and Separation of Cu-Pb Melts. Russ. Metall. (Met.) 2015,
2015, 525–528. [CrossRef]
Chikova, O.A.; Tsepelev, V.S.; V’yukhin, V.V. Viscosity of High-Entropy Melts in Cu-Sn-Pb-Bi-Ga, Cu-Sn, Cu-Pb, Cu-Ga, and
Cu-Bi Equiatomic Compositions. Russ. J. Non-Ferr. Met. 2015, 56, 246–250. [CrossRef]
Battezzati, L.; Greer, A.L. The viscosity of liquid metals and alloys. Acta Metall. 1989, 37, 1791–1802. [CrossRef]
Mehta, U.; Yadav, S.K.; Koirala, I.; Koirala, R.P.; Shrestha, G.K.; Adhikari, D. Study of surface tension and viscosity of Cu-Fe-Si
ternary alloy using a thermodynamic approach. Heliyon 2020, 6, e046742. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
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