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A B S T R A C T

The dynamic response assessment of floors subjected to multi-pedestrian walking loads becomes
a critical area of research, as it directly impacts the safety, serviceability, and comfort of floors due
to advancements in construction technology and the use of high-strength, flexible, lowly damped,
and light-weight materials. The complexity of pedestrian-induced dynamic loads necessitates a
probabilistic approach to understand and predict the performance of floors under such conditions.
This paper investigates the dynamic response of floors subjected to multiple-pedestrian walking
loads, taking into account the randomness of the walking path and walking load. The research
focuses on probabilistic multi-pedestrian walking load scenarios and utilizes Monte Carlo
simulations to analyze the modal loading. An analytical equivalent power spectral density
function for the modal force, based on an existing modal force for footbridges, is proposed.
Furthermore, a formula is developed to estimate the mean value of the peak acceleration response
of floors. The total peak acceleration response is calculated using the square root of the sum of
the squares technique. The findings of this study contribute to the advancement of simplified
methods for predicting the dynamic response of floors under multiple-pedestrian walking loads.
These methods can enhance the accuracy and reliability of vibration serviceability assessment
for floor structures.

1. Introduction
The dynamic response assessment of floors under multi-pedestrian walking loads is a crucial aspect in the design

and construction of contemporary office buildings and other civil engineering structures. The increasing use of large,
slender, and lightweight floors has made footfall-induced vibrations a governing limit state [1, 2]. To ensure the
serviceability and safety of these structures, it is essential to understand and predict the dynamic response of floors
subjected to multi-pedestrian walking loads [3, 4].

Current guidelines for evaluating floor vibration performance based on walking pedestrians propose simplified
methods using a single pedestrian represented as a fixed periodic load. However, real-life walking scenarios involve
different excitation points for each footfall, leading to an insufficient number of steps to construct a complete resonant
response. Correction factors are introduced to address these issues, but concerns about their reliability arise from
the literature [5–7]. Researchers suggest integrating probabilistic approaches with simplified techniques [8, 9], yet the
impact of variability in walking paths on floor dynamics is inadequately considered [10–14]. Additionally, the influence
of multi-pedestrian loads on floor vibrations needs further exploration, as experimental results suggest they may induce
higher vibrations compared to single pedestrian scenarios [15–18].

The assessment of vibration serviceability for floor structures under multi-pedestrian walking loads has pre-
dominantly focused on structures like footbridges. For instance, Piccardo and Tubino [19] introduced an equivalent
spectral model to analyze the dynamic response of footbridges to normal unrestricted pedestrian traffic, considering
sources of randomness such as pedestrian arrivals, step frequencies, velocities, force amplitudes, and pedestrian
weights. Ferrarotti and Tubino [20] proposed a generalized equivalent spectral model of pedestrian-induced forces on
footbridges for serviceability analysis under both unrestricted and crowded conditions. However, these studies assumed
that the dynamic response of footbridges is mainly dominated by the vibration mode with a natural frequency close to
the mean step frequency, neglecting the influences of higher walking harmonics on the modal force. To address this,
Nimmen et al. [21] proposed a new approach for predicting the dynamic response of footbridges subjected to pedestrian
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traffic, extending a spectral load model to account for multiple harmonics of the walking load and its application to
arbitrary mode shapes.

Moreover, Shahabpoor et al. [22] introduced a method to evaluate the impact of walking traffic on structural
vibrations in pedestrian structures such as footbridges and floors. The proposed method takes into account the natural
variability of walking forces and human bodies, as well as their individual interaction with the structure at their moving
location. However, the authors noted that the proposed method is not suitable for manual calculations, and it has some
limitations. For example, it considers stationary individuals, so it does not account for the effects of walking path
variability and gait parameters (e.g., walking speed and step length) in this study. Wang et al. [23] proposed a spectral
model for crowd walking loads, assuming that individual pedestrian walking is a stochastic stationary process and the
coherence function is independent of the distance among pedestrians. The model includes three different pedestrian
densities and contains the first two harmonics of walking loads. Model parameters, except for unrestricted traffic, are
determined from group walking tests. However, this study neglected the effect of higher harmonics of walking loads
on the dynamic response of floor structures.

Despite these advances, there is a need to extend such approaches to floors and consider the complexities introduced
by their bi-dimensional structure and multi-pedestrian walking loads [24–26]. Additionally, probabilistic multi-person
loading models can enhance the reliability of vibration serviceability assessments for floor structures subjected to
various walking load scenarios. Therefore, it is crucial to develop generalized and simplified methods that can predict
dynamic responses effectively, while taking into account realistic walking load scenarios and accurately considering
the effects of multiple pedestrians and their walking paths.

Thus, this paper focuses on investigating the dynamic response of floors subjected to multiple-pedestrian walking
loads, while considering the stochastic nature of both walking paths and walking loads. The paper begins by presenting
a comprehensive mathematical framework for calculating the floor response to multi-pedestrian walking loads.
Subsequently, the modal walking load is analyzed using probabilistic methods, employing Monte Carlo simulations for
numerical evaluation. Then, an analytical equivalent power spectral density function for the modal force is introduced.
Finally, the dynamic response of floors under multiple pedestrian walking loads is thoroughly examined using the
proposed equivalent spectral model of the modal force.

2. Analytical formulation
2.1. Equation of motion

Consider a rectangular floor represented as a 2-D linear elastic structural system, as shown in Fig. 1. The equation
of motion governing the system is given by [27, 28]:

∇4
𝑜𝑞 (𝑥, 𝑦, 𝑡) + 𝜒 (𝑥, 𝑦) �̇� (𝑥, 𝑦, 𝑡) + 𝜇 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑞 (𝑥, 𝑦, 𝑡) = 𝑓 (𝑥, 𝑦, 𝑡) (1)

where 𝑥 ∈
[

0 𝐿𝑥
]

and 𝑦 ∈
[

0 𝐿𝑦
]

are the coordinates of a point on the floor, 𝑡 is the time, 𝑞 represents the vertical
deflection, 𝑓 is the external load, 𝜒 is the damping coefficient, 𝜇 is the mass per unit area, and ∇4

𝑜 is a biharmonic
operator. For an orthotropic plate, the biharmonic operator is expressed as:

∇4
𝑜 = 𝐷𝑥

𝜕4

𝜕𝑥4
+ 2𝐻 𝜕4

𝜕𝑥2𝜕𝑦2
+𝐷𝑦

𝜕4

𝜕𝑦4
(2)

in which 𝐷𝑥 and 𝐷𝑦 are the flexural stiffnesses with respect to the 𝑥 and 𝑦 axes, respectively, while 𝐻 represents
the torsional stiffness. It is worth noting that for isotropic plates, 𝐷𝑥 = 𝐷𝑦 = 𝐻 [29].

For the multi-pedestrian walking load (Fig. 1), the exerted force is expressed as a summation of walking force of
each pedestrian, modeled as moving multi-harmonic loads:

𝑓 (𝑥, 𝑦, 𝑡) =
𝑁𝑝
∑

𝑖=1

𝑁ℎ
∑

ℎ=1
𝐺𝑖𝛼ℎ𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑛

(

2𝜋ℎ𝑓𝑝𝑖 𝑡 + 𝜙ℎ𝑖

)

𝛿
(

𝑥 − 𝑥𝑝𝑖 (𝑡)
)

𝛿
(

𝑦 − 𝑦𝑝𝑖 (𝑡)
)

×
[

𝐻
(

𝑡 − 𝜏𝑖
)

−𝐻
(

𝑡 − 𝜏𝑖 −
𝐿𝑤𝑝𝑖
𝑐𝑖

)]

(3)
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Figure 1: Modeling multi-pedestrian walking load on a rectangular floor

where 𝐺𝑖 is the weight, 𝑓𝑝𝑖 is the step frequency, 𝜏𝑖 is the arrival time, 𝐿𝑤𝑝𝑖 is the walking path length, 𝑐𝑖 is the
walking speed of the 𝑖− 𝑡ℎ pedestrian. Moreover, the parameters 𝛼ℎ𝑖 and 𝜙ℎ𝑖 are the Dynamic Load Factor (DLF) and
phase angle corresponding to ℎ− 𝑡ℎ walking harmonic of the 𝑖− 𝑡ℎ pedestrian, respectively. In addition, 𝛿 () and 𝐻 ()
are the Dirac function and the Heaviside function, respectively. Moreover, (𝑥𝑝𝑖(𝑡), 𝑦𝑝𝑖(𝑡)) is the location of the 𝑖 − 𝑡ℎ
pedestrian on the floor at the time 𝑡 that is expressed as:

𝑥𝑝𝑖 (𝑡) = 𝑥0𝑖 +
(

𝑐𝑖 cos 𝜃𝑖
)

𝑡

𝑦𝑝𝑖(𝑡) = 𝑦0𝑖 +
(

𝑐𝑖 sin 𝜃𝑖
)

𝑡
(4)

where, (𝑥0𝑖 , 𝑦0𝑖 ) is the initial location of the 𝑖 − 𝑡ℎ pedestrian on the floor and 𝜃𝑖 is the walking path angle with
respect to 𝑥-axis corresponding to the 𝑖 − 𝑡ℎ pedestrian.

By applying the modal coordinate transformation, the vertical deflection of the floor can be expressed as [30, 31]:

𝑞 (𝑥, 𝑦, 𝑡) =
∞
∑

𝑗=1

∞
∑

𝑘=1
𝜑𝑗,𝑘 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑝𝑗,𝑘 (𝑡) =

∞
∑

𝑗=1

∞
∑

𝑘=1
𝜑𝑗 (𝑥)𝜑𝑘 (𝑦) 𝑝𝑗,𝑘 (𝑡) (5)

where 𝜑𝑗,𝑘 (𝑥, 𝑦) is the 𝑗, 𝑘 − 𝑡ℎ modal shape function, and 𝑝𝑗,𝑘 (𝑡) is the corresponding principal coordinate.
Assuming proportional damping, the equation of motion of the 𝑗, 𝑘 − 𝑡ℎ modal coordinate �̈�𝑗,𝑘 is given by:

�̈�𝑗,𝑘 (𝑡) + 2𝜉𝑗,𝑘𝜔𝑗,𝑘�̇�𝑗,𝑘 (𝑡) + 𝜔2
𝑗,𝑘𝑝𝑗,𝑘 (𝑡) =

1
𝑀𝑗,𝑘

𝐹𝑗,𝑘 (𝑡) (6)

in which:

𝐹𝑗,𝑘(𝑡) = ∫

𝐿𝑥

0 ∫

𝐿𝑦

0
𝑓 (𝑥, 𝑦, 𝑡) 𝜑𝑗,𝑘 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑥𝑑𝑦 (7)

where 𝜉𝑗,𝑘, 𝑀𝑗,𝑘, 𝐹𝑗,𝑘(𝑡), and 𝜔𝑗,𝑘 is the 𝑗, 𝑘 − 𝑡ℎ modal damping ratio, modal mass, modal force, and natural
circular frequency, respectively. The modal force can be rewritten as follows by substituting Eq. 3 in Eq. 7:

𝐹𝑗,𝑘(𝑡) =
𝑁𝑝
∑

𝑖=1

𝑁ℎ
∑

ℎ=1
𝐺𝑖𝛼ℎ𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑛

(

2𝜋ℎ𝑓𝑝𝑖𝑡 + 𝜙ℎ
)

𝜑𝑗,𝑘

(

𝑥0𝑖 +
(

𝑐𝑖𝑐𝑜𝑠𝜃𝑖
)

𝑡, 𝑦0𝑖 +
(

𝑐𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑛𝜃𝑖
)

𝑡
)

×
[

𝐻
(

𝑡 − 𝜏𝑖
)

−𝐻
(

𝑡 − 𝜏𝑖 −
𝐿𝑤𝑝𝑖
𝑐𝑖

)]

(8)

In order to perform a probabilistic analysis on the dynamic response of floors excited by multiple walking
pedestrians, the random parameters corresponding to the modal force (Eq. 8) are defined from the probabilistic point
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of view. In this regard, the walking load parameters such as 𝐺𝑖, 𝛼ℎ𝑖, 𝑓𝑝𝑖, and 𝑐𝑖 are assumed to be normally distributed
random variables defined as:

𝐺 ∼ 𝜇𝐺
(

1 + 𝑉𝐺𝑁 (0, 1)
)

𝛼ℎ ∼ 𝜇𝛼ℎ
(

1 + 𝑉𝛼ℎ𝑁 (0, 1)
)

𝑓𝑝 ∼ 𝜇𝑓𝑝
(

1 + 𝑉𝑓𝑝𝑁 (0, 1)
)

𝑐 ∼ 𝜇𝑐
(

1 + 𝑉𝑐𝑁 (0, 1)
)

(9)

where 𝜇𝑟 and 𝑉𝑟 (𝑟 = 𝐺, 𝛼ℎ, 𝑓𝑝, 𝑐) represent the mean value and the coefficient of variation of the random variables,
respectively. 𝑁(0, 1) is the standard normal random variable. The phase angle 𝜙ℎ𝑖 is assumed to be a uniform random
variable in [0 2𝜋].

It is assumed that the arrival of pedestrians on the floor follows a Poisson process with a constant average rate 𝜆 of
events (arrivals) occurring per unit time. Then, the time lag between two consequent pedestrian 𝜏 has an exponential
distribution with parameter 𝜆 as:

𝜏 ∼ 𝐸𝑥𝑝(𝜆); (𝜆 =
𝐸
[

𝐿𝑤𝑝
]

𝐸 [𝑐]
) (10)

where 𝐸[𝐿𝑤𝑝] and 𝐸[𝑐] are the mean value of the walking path length and of the pedestrian walking speed,
respectively. Therefore, the arrival time of the 𝑖 − 𝑡ℎ pedestrian can be expressed as:

𝜏𝑖 =
𝜆
𝑁𝑝

𝑖
∑

𝑘=1
𝐸𝑥𝑝𝑘(1) (11)

where 𝐸𝑥𝑝𝑘(1) are exponential random variables with unitary return period.
The random parameters related to the walking path are assumed to have uniform distributions in certain ranges

based on the loading scenarios that have been defined. According to Fig. 2, two multi-pedestrian loading scenarios
are considered in this paper to assess the dynamic response of floors. For the first multi-pedestrian loading scenario
(MLS1), it is assumed that the pedestrians start walking from different points at two sides of floor parallel to the
𝑥-axis (𝜃 ∈ {0, 2𝜋}, 𝑥0𝑖 ∈

{

0, 𝐿𝑥
}

, 𝑦0𝑖 ∈
[

0 𝐿𝑦
]

). In the second multi-pedestrian loading scenario (MLS2),
the pedestrians are assumed to start walking from different points on all sides of the floor with different walking path
angles (𝜃 ∈ [0 2𝜋], 𝑥0𝑖 ∈

[

0 𝐿𝑥
]

, 𝑦0𝑖 ∈
[

0 𝐿𝑦
]

). The parameters related to the initial location of the pedestrians
and walking path angles can be expressed mathematically as follows:

𝑀𝐿𝑆1 ∶ 𝜃 ∈ {0, 2𝜋}; 𝑥0 ∈ {0, 𝐿𝑥}; 𝑦0 ∈ [0 𝐿𝑦]
𝑀𝐿𝑆2 ∶ 𝜃 ∈ [0 2𝜋]; 𝑥0 ∈ [0 𝐿𝑥]; 𝑦0 ∈ [0 𝐿𝑦]

(12)

Let us assume a floor as an ideal simply supported rectangular floor:

𝜑𝑗,𝑘 (𝑥, 𝑦) = 𝜑𝑗 (𝑥)𝜑𝑘 (𝑦) = sin
(

𝑗𝜋𝑥
𝐿𝑥

)

sin
(

𝑘𝜋𝑦
𝐿𝑦

)

(13)

The modal force (Eq. 7) can be expressed as follows:

𝐹𝑗,𝑘(𝑡) =
𝑁𝑝
∑

𝑖=1

𝑁ℎ
∑

ℎ=1
𝐺𝑖𝛼ℎ𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑛

(

2𝜋ℎ𝑓𝑝𝑖𝑡 + 𝜙ℎ𝑖

)

𝑠𝑖𝑛

⎛

⎜

⎜

⎜

⎝

𝑗𝜋
(

𝑥0𝑖 +
(

𝑐𝑖𝑐𝑜𝑠𝜃𝑖
)

𝑡
)

𝐿𝑥

⎞

⎟

⎟

⎟

⎠

𝑠𝑖𝑛

⎛

⎜

⎜

⎜

⎝

𝑘𝜋
(

𝑦0𝑖 +
(

𝑐𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑛𝜃𝑖
)

𝑡
)

𝐿𝑦

⎞

⎟

⎟

⎟

⎠

E. Bayat and F. Tubino: Preprint submitted to Elsevier Page 4 of 19



Dynamic response assessment of floors under multi-pedestrian walking loads: probabilistic analysis

(a) (b)

Figure 2: Multi-pedestrian loading scenarios: (a) MLS1 (b) MLS2

×
[

𝐻
(

𝑡 − 𝜏𝑖
)

−𝐻
(

𝑡 − 𝜏𝑖 −
𝐿𝑤𝑝𝑖
𝑐𝑖

)]

(14)

Taking into account only the walking harmonic ℎ, the modal force of multiple pedestrians due to the walking
harmonic ℎ can be expressed in non-dimensional form as:

𝐹ℎ,𝑗,𝑘
(

𝑡
)

=
𝑁𝑝
∑

𝑖=1

�̃�𝑖�̃�ℎ𝑖
4

[𝑠𝑖𝑛
(

𝛽1,ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖𝑡 − 𝜙𝑗,�̃�0 𝑖 + 𝜙𝑘,�̃�0 𝑖 + 𝜙ℎ𝑖

)

− 𝑠𝑖𝑛
(

𝛽2,ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖𝑡 − 𝜙𝑗,�̃�0 𝑖 − 𝜙𝑘,�̃�0 𝑖 + 𝜙ℎ𝑖

)

−

− 𝑠𝑖𝑛
(

𝛽3,ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖𝑡 + 𝜙𝑗,�̃�0 𝑖 + 𝜙𝑘,�̃�0 𝑖 + 𝜙ℎ𝑖

)

+ 𝑠𝑖𝑛
(

𝛽4,ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖𝑡 + 𝜙𝑗,�̃�0 𝑖 − 𝜙𝑘,�̃�0 𝑖 + 𝜙ℎ𝑖

)

]

×

[

𝐻
(

𝑡 − 𝜏𝑖
)

−𝐻

(

𝑡 − 𝜏𝑖 −
𝜋�̃�𝑤𝑝𝑖

Ω̃ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖Ω̃𝑐,ℎ𝑖

)]

(15)

where:

𝛽1,ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖 = Ω̃ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖

[

1 − Ω̃𝑐,ℎ𝑖

(

𝑗 cos 𝜃𝑖 −
𝑘 sin 𝜃𝑖

𝜌

)]

,

𝛽2,ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖 = Ω̃ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖

[

1 − Ω̃𝑐,ℎ𝑖

(

𝑗 cos 𝜃𝑖 +
𝑘 sin 𝜃𝑖

𝜌

)]

,

𝛽3,ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖 = Ω̃ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖

[

1 + Ω̃𝑐,ℎ𝑖

(

𝑗 cos 𝜃𝑖 +
𝑘 sin 𝜃𝑖

𝜌

)]

,

𝛽4,ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖 = Ω̃ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖

[

1 + Ω̃𝑐,ℎ𝑖

(

𝑗 cos 𝜃𝑖 −
𝑘 sin 𝜃𝑖

𝜌

)]

,

𝜙𝑗,�̃�0𝑖 = 𝑗𝜋�̃�0𝑖 ; 𝜙𝑘,�̃�0𝑖 = 𝑘𝜋�̃�0𝑖

(16)

The non-dimensional quantities in Eqs. 15-16 are defined as follows:

𝐹ℎ,𝑗,𝑘 =
𝐹ℎ,𝑗,𝑘

𝜇𝐺𝜇𝛼ℎ
; Ω̃ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑖 =

2𝜋ℎ𝑓𝑝𝑖
𝜔𝑗,𝑘

; Ω̃𝑐,ℎ𝑖 =
𝑐𝑖

2ℎ𝑓𝑝𝑖𝐿𝑥
;

�̃�ℎ𝑖 =
𝛼ℎ𝑖
𝜇𝛼ℎ

; �̃�𝑖 =
𝐺𝑖
𝜇𝐺

;

𝑡 = 𝜔𝑗,𝑘 𝑡; 𝜏𝑖 = 𝜔𝑗,𝑘𝜏𝑖;

�̃�0𝑖 =
𝑥0𝑖
𝐿𝑥

; �̃�0𝑖 =
𝑦0𝑖
𝐿𝑦

; 𝜌 =
𝐿𝑦

𝐿𝑥

(17)
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To analyze the modal force and dynamic response of floors using non-dimensional parameters, the mean values of
the non-dimensional frequency ratio and pedestrian speed parameters are defined as follows:

𝜇Ω̃ℎ,𝑗,𝑘
=

2𝜋ℎ𝜇𝑓𝑝
𝜔𝑗,𝑘

; 𝜇Ω̃𝑐,ℎ
=

𝜇𝑐
2ℎ𝜇𝑓𝑝𝐿𝑥

(18)

The equation of motion of the 𝑗, 𝑘− 𝑡ℎ principal coordinate due to the single walking harmonic ℎ can be expressed
as:

̈̃𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘
(

𝑡
)

+ 2𝜉𝑗,𝑘 ̇̃𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘
(

𝑡
)

+ �̃�ℎ,𝑗,𝑘
(

𝑡
)

= 𝐹ℎ,𝑗,𝑘
(

𝑡
)

(19)

in which:

̃̈𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘
(

𝑡
)

=
𝑀𝑗,𝑘

𝜇𝐺𝜇𝛼ℎ
�̈�ℎ,𝑗,𝑘

(

𝑡
)

(20)

2.2. Power Spectral Density function of dynamic response
The Power Spectral Density (PSD) function of modal acceleration response of floors can be calculated based on

the PSD of modal force and expressed in non-dimensional form as follows [32, 33]:

𝑆 ̈̃𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘

(

Ω̃
)

= |

|

|

𝐻 ̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘

(

Ω̃
)

|

|

|

2
𝑆𝐹ℎ,𝑗,𝑘

(

Ω̃
)

(21)

where 𝐻 ̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘

(

Ω̃
)

is the acceleration Frequency Response Function (FRF) of the 𝑗, 𝑘 − 𝑡ℎ non-dimensional modal
coordinate. Assuming a linear structural system with classical viscous damping, the FRF function is given by:

𝐻 ̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘

(

Ω̃
)

= −Ω̃2

1 − Ω̃2 + 2𝑖𝜉𝑗,𝑘Ω̃
(22)

where Ω̃ denotes the non-dimensional circular frequency, and 𝑖 represents the imaginary unit.

2.3. Maximum dynamic response
The mean value of the non-dimensional modal peak acceleration of floors induced by multi pedestrian walking

loads can be estimated as follow by assuming the modal force as a stationary random process [34]:

̈̃𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑚𝑎𝑥 = 𝑔 ̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘𝜎 ̈̃𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘 (23)

where 𝑔 ̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘 is the peak factor and 𝜎 ̈̃𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘 is the standard deviation of the non-dimensional acceleration response. By
assuming that the dynamic response of floors for the mode 𝑗, 𝑘 is primarily resonant due to the ℎ − 𝑡ℎ harmonic, the
variance of the non-dimensional acceleration response can be estimated as [33]:

𝜎2̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘 ≅
𝜋𝑆𝐹ℎ,𝑗,𝑘 (1)

4𝜉𝑗,𝑘
(24)

where𝑆𝐹ℎ,𝑗,𝑘 (1) is the PSD of the non-dimensional modal force at Ω̃ = 1which indicates the resonant condition due
to the ℎ − 𝑡ℎ harmonic (𝜔𝑗,𝑘 = 2𝜋ℎ𝑓𝑝). Moreover, the peak coefficient, which is a non-dimensional quantity referred
to the amplification of the dynamic response of a structure subjected to stationary random excitation, is defined as
follows [35]:
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𝑔 ̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘 =

√

2𝑙𝑛
(

2𝜐𝑒̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘
�̃�
)

+ 0.5772
√

2𝑙𝑛
(

2𝜐𝑒̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘
�̃�
)

(25)

in which �̃� is the mean value of the non-dimensional time length that 𝑁𝑝 pedestrians are crossing on the floor and
calculated using the following formula:

�̃� =
𝜔𝑗,𝑘𝑁𝑝𝐸

[

𝐿𝑤𝑝
]

𝜇𝑐
(26)

The term 𝐸
[

𝐿𝑤𝑝
]

represents the mean value of the walking path length crossed by each pedestrian. Additionally,
𝜐𝑒̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘

corresponds to the reduced expected frequency and is given by:

𝜐𝑒̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘 =
(

1.63𝑞0.45̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘
− 0.35

)

𝜐 ̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘

𝜐 ̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘 ≅ 1
2𝜋

(27)

where 𝜐 ̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘 is the expected frequency of the non-dimensional modal acceleration response. Furthermore, 𝑞 ̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘 is
the spectral bandwidth parameter, which can be estimated under the assumption that 𝜉𝑗,𝑘 ≪ 1, as follows:

𝑞 ̈̃𝑝𝑗,𝑘 ≅ 2

√

𝜉𝑗,𝑘
𝜋

(28)

The mean value of the maximum modal acceleration response for the 𝑗, 𝑘 − 𝑡ℎ mode, excited under resonant
conditions by the ℎ − 𝑡ℎ walking harmonic, can be calculated in dimensional form as follows:

�̈�𝑗,𝑘𝑚𝑎𝑥 =
𝜇𝐺𝜇𝛼ℎ
𝑀𝑗,𝑘

̈̃𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑚𝑎𝑥 (29)

It should be recalled that the maximum modal acceleration response calculated by Eq. 29 is based on the assumption
that the modal dynamic response corresponding to mode 𝑗, 𝑘 is mainly governed by the walking harmonic ℎ, and the
contribution of the other walking harmonics is negligible.

The mean value of the maximum modal acceleration response for the mode 𝑗, 𝑘 can be expressed in the physical
coordinates as follows:

𝑞𝑗,𝑘𝑚𝑎𝑥 (𝑥, 𝑦) = �̈�𝑗,𝑘𝑚𝑎𝑥𝜑𝑗,𝑘 (𝑥, 𝑦) (30)

Finally, to consider the effect of various modes on the maximum acceleration response of floors at (𝑥, 𝑦), the Square
Root of Sum of Squares (SRSS) technique can be used, assuming that the modes are well-separated [32]:

𝑞𝑚𝑎𝑥 (𝑥, 𝑦) =

√

√

√

√

√

𝑁𝑗
∑

𝑗=1

𝑁𝑘
∑

𝑘=1

(

𝑞𝑗,𝑘𝑚𝑎𝑥 (𝑥, 𝑦)
)2

(31)

where 𝑁𝑗 and 𝑁𝑘 represent the mode numbers considered along the 𝑥 and 𝑦 axes, respectively.
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3. Numerical analysis: Monte Carlo simulations
In this section, the multi-pedestrian walking loads in both the time and frequency domains are examined. To analyze

the modal force (Eq. 15) using a probabilistic approach with Monte Carlo simulations, the following mean values (𝜇)
and coefficient of variation (𝑉 ) are assumed for the parameters defined in Eq. 9, are considered [36, 37]:

𝜇𝐺 = 750𝑁 ; 𝑉𝐺 = 0.17
𝜇𝑓 𝑝 = 1.87 𝐻𝑧; 𝑉𝑓𝑝 = 0.1

𝜇𝑐 = 1.327 𝑚
𝑠2
; 𝑉𝑐 = 0.11

𝜇𝛼1 = 0.356; 𝑉𝛼1 = 0.16

𝜇𝛼2 = 0.07; 𝑉𝛼2 = 0.43

𝜇𝛼3 = 0.05; 𝑉𝛼3 = 0.4

𝜇𝛼4 = 0.05; 𝑉𝛼4 = 0.4

𝜇𝛼5 = 0.03; 𝑉𝛼5 = 0.5

(32)

It should be noted that in order to satisfy the stationarity hypothesis, the walking of multiple pedestrians is repeated
10 times for each simulation. This repeated process enables the simulation achieve a level of statistical significance
that is reliable in the context of the stationary hypothesis.

Fig. 3 represents the time history of the modal force of multi-pedestrian walking load due to walking harmonic ℎ,
obtained from a Monte Carlo simulation assuming the random loading scenarios MLS1 (Fig. 3a) and MLS2 (Fig. 3b).
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Figure 3: Time history of the modal force due to the walking harmonic ℎ, loading scenarios: (a) MLS1 (b) MLS2, (𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1,
𝜌 = 1, 𝜇Ω̃𝑐,ℎ

= 0.005, ℎ = 4, and 𝑁𝑝 = 10)

According to Eq. 15, the modal force due to the walking harmonic ℎ is dependent on different random variables.
To assess the effect of different random variables on the modal force, the Power Spectral Density (PSD) function of the
modal force can be estimated taking into account different values for the involved parameters such as Ω̃𝑐,ℎ, the aspect
ratio (𝜌), the loading scenario (MLS1 and MLS2), and the number of pedestrians (𝑁𝑝).

The PSD of the modal force is estimated using Welch’s method, which is a widely used spectral estimation technique
in signal processing [38]. The method divides the signal into overlapping segments, applies a window function to each
segment to reduce spectral leakage, and computes the periodogram of each segment. The individual periodograms are
then averaged to obtain a smoothed estimate of the PSD. In this study, the PSD of the modal force is estimated by
performing 10,000 Monte Carlo simulations for each analysis. Moreover, the ’pwelch’ function in MATLAB is used
to calculate the PSD, applying a Hanning window with 50% overlap to each segment and setting the segment length
to 4096 samples with a sampling period 𝑇𝑠 = 0.01 (𝑠𝑒𝑐).

3.1. Effect of Ω̃𝑐,ℎ on the PSD of modal force
In this section, the effect of the variability of Ω̃𝑐,ℎ on the PSD function of the modal force is examined. Fig. 4, plots

the PSD functions of the modal force due to the walking harmonic ℎ, considering different values for the mean value
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of Ω̃𝑐,ℎ and ℎ. The results show that the PSD function of the modal force is not affected by the variability of Ω̃𝑐,ℎ for
different walking harmonic orders.

Moreover, Fig. 5, shows the superimposition of the PSD functions of the modal force and the PDFs of walking
frequency due to different walking harmonics. According to Fig. 5, it can be seen that the PSD function of the modal
force is mainly governed by the variability of the step frequency (𝑓𝑝) and its corresponding distribution is proportional
to the probability density function (PDF) of the ℎ − 𝑡ℎ harmonic of the step frequency:

𝑆𝐹ℎ,𝑗,𝑘

(

Ω̃
)

∝ 𝑝ℎ𝑓𝑝
(

Ω̃
)

(33)

where Ω̃ is the non-dimensional circular frequency.
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Figure 4: PSD functions of the non-dimensional modal force (𝑁𝑝 = 10) due to the loading scenario MLS2 for different
𝜇Ω̃𝑐,1

: 𝜌 = 1, 𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1, (a) ℎ = 1, (b) ℎ = 2, (c) ℎ = 3, (d) ℎ = 4, and (e) ℎ = 5

In addition, as depicted in Fig. 5, it can be observed that the amplitude of the PSD function of the modal force
varies with different walking harmonic orders. In simpler terms, the PSD function of the modal force is proportional
to the variability of dynamic load factor (DLF) of the corresponding walking harmonic ℎ.

In order to assess the contribution of all walking harmonics in the PSD function of the modal force, Fig. 6 shows
the PSD function of the dimensional modal force taking into account all the walking harmonics. The graph shows that
the higher walking harmonics give less energy to the floor system that is due to the fact that the mean value of DLF for
the first walking harmonic is much higher than corresponding values for the higher walking harmonics. In addition,
the distribution of the PSD function of the non-dimensional modal force indicates that by considering five walking
harmonic orders (𝑁ℎ = 5), the resonant condition can be provided for floors which have the natural frequencies lower
than around 12 Hz.

3.2. Effect of aspect ratio (𝜌) on the PSD of modal force
In this section, the PSD function of the non-dimensional force is investigated considering floors with different

aspect ratios (𝜌). Fig. 7 plots the PSD function of the non-dimensional modal force varying the aspect ratio (𝜌) for
different walking harmonics. The results indicate that the PSD function of the non-dimensional modal force is not
dependent on the aspect ratio.

3.3. Effect of the loading scenario on the PSD of the modal force
In this section, the effect of loading scenarios (MLS1 and MLS2) on the PSD of the modal force is investigated.

Fig. 8 compares the PSD of the non-dimensional modal force for different walking harmonics under the MLS1 and
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Figure 5: PSD function of the non-dimensional modal force and PDF of step frequency due to different walking harmonics
(MLS2, 𝑁𝑝 = 10, 𝜇Ω̃𝑐,1

= 0.01, 𝜌 = 1, 𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1)
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Figure 6: PSD function of the dimensional modal force due to all walking harmonics (MLS2, 𝑁𝑝 = 10, 𝜇Ω̃𝑐,1
= 0.01, 𝜌 = 1,

𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1)

0.5 1 1.5
0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

(a) ℎ = 1

0.5 1 1.5
0

0.5

1

1.5

(b) ℎ = 2

0.5 1 1.5
0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

(c) ℎ = 3

0.5 1 1.5
0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

(d) ℎ = 4

0.5 1 1.5
0

0.2

0.4

0.6

(e) ℎ = 5

Figure 7: PSD functions of the non-dimensional modal force (𝑁𝑝 = 10) for different aspect ratios 𝜌: (MLS2, 𝜇Ω̃𝑐,1
= 0.01,

𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1) (a) ℎ = 1, (b) ℎ = 2, (c) ℎ = 3, (d) ℎ = 4, and (e) ℎ = 5
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MLS2 loading scenarios. The analysis reveals that the amplitude of the PSD functions varies depending on the loading
scenario, with the MLS1 scenario resulting in higher amplitudes than MLS2 at certain frequencies.
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Figure 8: PSD functions of the non-dimensional modal force (𝑁𝑝 = 10) due to the loading scenarios MLS1 and MLS2:
𝜇Ω̃𝑐,1

= 0.01, 𝜌 = 1, 𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1, (a) ℎ = 1, (b) ℎ = 2, (c) ℎ = 3, (d) ℎ = 4, and (e) ℎ = 5

The effect of the loading scenario on the PSD function of the modal force, can be analysed based on the mean
value of the walking path length for the two scenarios. In order to assess the effect of the loading scenario on the
PSD function of the modal force, the mean value of the walking path should be determined based on the Cartesian
coordinates (𝑥, 𝑦), where the modal force is defined. In this regard, the coefficient 𝐶𝑤𝑝 is defined based on the mean
value of walking path length (with respect to the main axes) in order to consider the effect of the loading scenarios on
the PSD function of the modal force, which is given by:

𝐶𝑤𝑝 =

√

√

√

√

√

𝐸
[

(

𝐿𝑤𝑝 cos 𝜃
)2
]

𝐿2
𝑥

+
𝐸
[

(

𝐿𝑤𝑝𝑠𝑖𝑛𝜃
)2
]

𝐿2
𝑦

(34)

For the loading scenario MLS1, since the pedestrians are crossing along the length of the floor, the walking path
coefficient is equal to 1. Regarding to the loading scenario MLS2, according to the results shown in Fig. 9, which is
obtained from the Monte Carlo simulations for floors with different aspect ratios, it can be observed that the square of
the normalized mean values of the walking path length with respect to the main axes (𝑥, 𝑦) vary linearly with respect
to the aspect ratio (𝜌). Moreover, it can be seen that the summation of these two mean values is constant which means
that the walking path coefficient (𝐶𝑤𝑝) has also a constant value for this loading scenario for floors with different aspect
ratios.

Therefore, the results show that the PSD function of the modal force is proportional to the walking path coefficient
(𝐶𝑤𝑝):

𝑆𝐹ℎ,𝑗,𝑘

(

Ω̃
)

∝ 𝐶𝑤𝑝 (35)

where the coefficient of the walking path (𝐶𝑤𝑝) is defined as follows depending on the loading scenario:

𝐶𝑤𝑝 =

⎧

⎪

⎨

⎪

⎩

1; (MLS1)

0.8; (MLS2)
(36)

E. Bayat and F. Tubino: Preprint submitted to Elsevier Page 11 of 19



Dynamic response assessment of floors under multi-pedestrian walking loads: probabilistic analysis

0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1
0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

Figure 9: Square of the normalized mean values of the walking path length with respect to the main axes (𝑥, 𝑦) for the
loading scenario MLS2 varying aspect ratio (𝜌)

3.4. Effect of the number of pedestrians (𝑁𝑝) on the PSD function of the modal force
Fig. 10 shows the PSD function of the non-dimensional modal force for different walking harmonics taking into

account different number of pedestrians. The results indicate that the amplitude of the PSD function the modal force
at specific frequency is proportional to the total number of the pedestrians which are walking on the floor:

𝑆𝐹ℎ,𝑗,𝑘

(

Ω̃
)

∝ 𝑁𝑝 (37)
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Figure 10: PSD functions of the non-dimensional modal force due to the loading scenarios MLS2 for different number of
pedestrians: Ω̃𝑐,1 = 0.01, 𝜌 = 1, 𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1, (a) ℎ = 1, (b) ℎ = 2, (c) ℎ = 3, (d) ℎ = 4, and (e) ℎ = 5

4. Equivalent spectral load model
Equivalent spectral models can be used to simplify the analysis of complex dynamic systems by approximating

their response to a given input using a set of simpler mathematical models. In the context of multi pedestrian walking
loads, the equivalent spectral model can be used to model the modal forces generated by the pedestrians as they walk
on a floor structures.
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According to an equivalent spectral model of the modal force proposed by [19, 21] to assess the vibration
serviceability of footbridges and the numerical analyses carried out in Sec. 3, the equivalent spectral model for the
non-dimensional modal force is extended for VSA of building floors as follows:

𝑆𝐹ℎ,𝑗,𝑘

(

Ω̃
)

=
𝑁𝑝𝐶𝑤𝑝𝜇2

�̃�
𝜇2
�̃�ℎ
(1 + 𝑉 2

ℎ )

2

[

1
𝜌 ∫

1

0 ∫

𝜌

0
𝜙2
𝑗,𝑘(�̃�, �̃�)𝑑�̃�𝑑�̃�

]

𝑝ℎ𝑓𝑝 (Ω̃) (38)

where 𝑉ℎ is the coefficient of variation of the product of random variables 𝐺 and 𝛼ℎ. It is assumed that the random
variables 𝐺 and 𝛼ℎ act as a single random variable (𝐺𝛼ℎ) [21, 39] which are statistically independent. The coefficient
of variation 𝑉ℎ is given by:

𝑉ℎ =
√

𝑉 2
𝛼ℎ

+ 𝑉 2
𝐺 + 𝑉 2

𝛼ℎ
𝑉 2
𝐺 (39)

Moreover, 𝑝ℎ𝑓𝑝
(

Ω̃
)

is the non-dimensional PDF of the ℎ − 𝑡ℎ harmonic of the step frequency which is given by:

𝑝ℎ𝑓𝑝
(

Ω̃
)

= 1
√

2𝜋
𝑒
− 1

2

(

Ω̃−1
𝑉ℎ𝑓𝑝

)2

(40)

The accuracy of the equivalent spectral model of the modal force is validated based on the numerical results
obtained from the Monte Carlo simulations. For example, Fig. 11 compares the PSD of the non-dimensional modal
force obtained from the numerical and analytical approaches for the loading scenarios MLS1 and MLS2. The results
show that the PSD of the modal force is very well predicted by the analytical model.
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Figure 11: PSD of the modal force due to different walking harmonics: comparison of the numerical and analytical results
(𝑁𝑝 = 10, Ω̃𝑐,1 = 0.01, 𝜌 = 1, 𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1)

5. Estimation of peak acceleration response
In this section, the dynamic response of floors under random multi-pedestrian walking loads is investigated,

exploring both the time and frequency domains. In time domain analysis, the dynamic response of the floors is evaluated
by examining the time-dependent behavior of the floor system and the probability distribution of the maximum dynamic
response. On the other hand, in frequency domain analysis, the dynamic response of the floors is evaluated by examining
the power spectral density function of the dynamic response. Then, adopting the Davenport peak acceleration factor
formulation [34] (Eq. 23), the mean value of the maximum dynamic response of the floor is estimated from the
equivalent spectral model of the modal force.
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5.1. Time domain analysis
In this section, the dynamic response of floors subjected to random multi-pedestrian walking loads is investigated

using time domain analysis. Monte Carlo simulations are used to obtain the peak acceleration response for each
simulation, which is derived from the time history acceleration response.

As an example, Fig. 12 shows the non-dimensional time history of the modal force and corresponding modal
acceleration response of the vibration mode 𝑗, 𝑘− 𝑡ℎ, due to the walking harmonic ℎ of multiple pedestrians obtained
from a Monte Carlo simulation of the random loading scenario MLS2. Moreover, the maximum non-dimensional peak
acceleration response of this sample which is equal to 51.55, is shown in Fig. 12(b).

The peak acceleration responses resulting from all simulations can be analyzed to determine their probability
distribution. For example, Fig. 13 illustrates the PDF of the non-dimensional peak acceleration response for the 𝑗, 𝑘−𝑡ℎ
vibration mode of floors subjected to modal force due to different walking harmonics. The plots also show the mean
values of the non-dimensional peak acceleration response of floors obtained from Monte Carlo simulations, represented
by black lines. Comparing the peak acceleration response shown in Fig. 12(b) ( ̈̃𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘(𝑚𝑎𝑥) = 51.55) for a sample with
the mean value of all simulations (Fig. 13b) ( ̈̃𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘(𝑚𝑎𝑥) = 72.2), it can be observed that the peak acceleration response
of this sample is lower than the mean value by approximately 33%.
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Figure 12: Non-dimensional time history of the modal force (a) and corresponding modal acceleration response (b) due to
the walking harmonic ℎ, (MLS2, 𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1, 𝜌 = 1, 𝜇Ω̃𝑐,1

= 0.01, ℎ = 2, 𝜉𝑗,𝑘 = 1% and 𝑁𝑝 = 10)

In summary, although time domain analysis provides a direct representation of the response, it is computationally
expensive and may not provide a clear understanding of the underlying frequencies and modes of vibration that
contribute to the response. Frequency domain analysis, on the other hand, provides a clear representation of the
underlying frequencies and modes of vibration and can be more efficient than time domain analysis. Therefore, in
the next section the dynamic response of floors is analyzed in frequency domain from a probabilistic point of view.

5.2. Frequency domain analysis
In this section, a spectral analysis of the dynamic response of floors under multi pedestrian walking load is carried

out based on Monte Carlo simulation which allows for a more reliable and comprehensive analysis of the response,
taking into account the variable nature of the multi pedestrian walking load. In this regard, 10,000 Monte Carlo
simulations are performed to estimate the PSD of acceleration response of floors subjected to random multi-pedestrian
walking loads. The simulations were conducted to capture the variability and uncertainty in the walking patterns and
load characteristics, and the resulting PSD provides insights into the structural response under realistic pedestrian
loading conditions.

In the first part of this section, the PSD of the acceleration response obtained from analytical spectral approach using
the equivalent spectral model of the modal force is compared with the corresponding result obtained from numerical
analysis using Monte Carlo simulation. Next, the maximum acceleration response calculated by the analytical approach
is compared with the corresponding value obtained from the numerical spectral analysis.

5.2.1. PSD function of the dynamic response
The PSD of the modal force caused by walking harmonic ℎ can be calculated based on the equivalent spectral

model expressed in Eq. 38. Fig. 14 compares the PSD of the modal acceleration response obtained through numerical
analysis using Monte Carlo simulations with the analytical spectral approach based on the PSD of the equivalent modal
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Figure 13: PDF of the non-dimensional peak acceleration respons due to different walking harmonics: (MLS2, 𝑁𝑝 = 10,
Ω̃𝑐,1 = 0.01, 𝜌 = 1, 𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1, 𝜉𝑗,𝑘 = 1%) (a) ℎ = 1, (b) ℎ = 2, (c) ℎ = 3, (d) ℎ = 4, and (e) ℎ = 5

force (Eq. 38). The results demonstrate that the equivalent spectral model of the modal force is reliable for calculating
the PSD function of the modal acceleration response for different walking harmonics and modal damping ratios.

The mean value of the peak acceleration response obtained through the analytical approach (Eq. 23) can be
examined using the probability distribution of peak acceleration responses acquired from Monte Carlo simulations.
However, prior to employing the analytical approach for estimating the mean value of the peak acceleration response
(Eq. 23), it is essential to first estimate the mean value of the walking path length (𝐸[𝐿𝑤𝑝]) according to Eq. 26. The
mean value of the length of the walking paths of each pedestrian, can be estimated using Monte Carlo simulations for
floors with different aspect ratios (𝜌), considering different multi-pedestrian walking load scenarios. According to the
results obtained from Monte Carlo simulation, the mean value of the walking path length can be estimated using the
analytical expression proposed as follows:

𝐸
[

𝐿𝑤𝑝
]

𝐿𝑥
≅

⎧

⎪

⎪

⎨

⎪

⎪

⎩

1; (MLS1)

√

2𝜌
𝜌 + 1

; (MLS2)
(41)

Fig. 15 compares the mean value of the walking path length estimated using the Monte Carlo simulations and the
analytical expression (Eq. 41) considering the loading scenario MLS2 and varying the aspect ratio in range 0.5 ≤ 𝜌 ≤ 1.
The results show that the analytical expression can provide a reliable estimation of the mean value of the walking path
length especially for higher values of 𝜌.
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Figure 14: PSD of the non-dimensional modal acceleration response due to different walking harmonics for different modal
damping ratios: comparison of the numerical (solid lines) and analytical results (dashed lines) (MLS2, 𝑁𝑝 = 10, Ω̃𝑐,1 = 0.01,
𝜌 = 1, 𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1)
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Figure 15: Mean value of the walking path length estimated by Monte Carlo simulations and analytical approach assuming
the loading scenario MLS2

Fig. 16 shows the CDF of non-dimensional peak acceleration response from numerical analysis for floors with
various damping ratios, superimposed with the mean peak acceleration response predicted by the analytical approach
(Eq. 23) for ℎ = 2 walking harmonic of multiple pedestrians. Results indicate that increasing the modal damping ratio
raises the CDF value corresponding to the analytical solution’s estimated mean peak acceleration response. In other
words, the peak acceleration response predicted by the analytical approach is more conservative for floors with higher
damping ratios.

In order to evaluate the accuracy of the analytical approach for estimating the peak acceleration response, the
percentage error between the mean value of the non-dimensional peak acceleration response estimated using Eq. 23
and the corresponding value obtained through Monte Carlo simulations, is calculated as follows:

𝐸𝑟𝑟𝑜𝑟 (%) =

[

̃̈𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑚𝑎𝑥
]

𝐴𝑛𝑎𝑙𝑦𝑡𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑙
−
[

̃̈𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑚𝑎𝑥
]

𝑀𝐶
[

̃̈𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑚𝑎𝑥
]

𝑀𝐶

× 100 (42)
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Figure 16: CDF of the non-dimensional peak acceleration response due to walking harmonic ℎ = 2 with varied damping
ratios and superimposition of the mean of peak acceleration estimated by analytical approach (MLS2, 𝑁𝑝 = 10, Ω̃𝑐,1 = 0.01,
𝜌 = 1, 𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1)

Fig. 17 presents the percentage error for different floors with varying modal damping ratios that are excited in
resonance by different walking harmonics (𝜇Ω̃ℎ,𝑗,𝑘

= 1). The results indicate that the analytical approach can reliably
estimate the peak acceleration response for floors with different damping ratios under resonant excitation of various
walking harmonics; however, the error increases for floors with higher damping ratios.

In general, the analytical approach of estimating the mean value of peak acceleration has been shown to be effective
for assessing the response of floors subjected to multi-pedestrian walking loads. The estimates of peak acceleration
levels can provide guidance for the design and assessment of the floor structure.

E
rr

or
[%

]

Figure 17: Percentage error in estimating the mean value of the modal non-dimensional maximum acceleration response
( ̈̃𝑝ℎ,𝑗,𝑘𝑚𝑎𝑥) for floors with different damping ratios (MLS2, 𝑁𝑝 = 10, Ω̃𝑐,1 = 0.01, 𝜌 = 1, 𝑗 = 𝑘 = 1)
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6. Conclusions
In this paper, the dynamic response of rectangular floors under multiple-pedestrian walking loads was analyzed,

taking into account the stochastic nature of parameters associated with both the walking path and the walking load.
The PSD function of the modal force resulting from multi-pedestrian walking force was analyzed varying the involved
non-dimensional parameters.

Numerical analysis of the PSD of the modal force was conducted using Monte Carlo simulations. The results
indicated that the PSD of the modal force is primarily influenced by the step frequency (𝑓𝑝) and walking harmonic
order (ℎ), which contribute to the variability of walking frequency. Furthermore, it was found that the parameters Ω̃𝑐,ℎ
and 𝜌 have a negligible effect on the PSD of the walking force. On the other hand, the amplitude of the PSD of the
modal force is affected by the number of pedestrians (𝑁𝑝), loading scenario (represented by the coefficient of 𝐶𝑤𝑝),
pedestrian characteristics (𝐺 and 𝛼ℎ), and vibration mode shape.

Based on the numerical results obtained through Monte Carlo simulations, the study extended an existing spectral
load model for walking multiple pedestrians, originally introduced for footbridges, to floors by incorporating the
effect of multi-pedestrian loading scenarios. Then, the proposed equivalent spectral model was used to investigate
the dynamic response of floors under multiple pedestrian walking loads. The findings indicated that the spectral model
of the modal force can be trusted to compute the PSD function of the modal acceleration response for various modal
damping ratios.

A formula was proposed to estimate the mean value of the peak acceleration response of floors. It assumed that the
modal dynamic response of floors for the mode 𝑗, 𝑘 is primarily resonant due to the ℎ− 𝑡ℎ harmonic. The comparison
with Monte Carlo simulations has shown that the analytical approach allows to reliably estimate the mean value of
the peak acceleration response for floors with different damping ratios under resonant excitation of various walking
harmonics. However, the approach tended to overestimate the dynamic response for floors with higher damping ratios,
resulting in increased errors. This finding is particularly significant as emphasized the damping ratio as a critical
parameter in the probabilistic assessment of floors. Therefore, it is essential to carefully consider the influence of the
damping ratio on the predicted vibration response.

Finally, the study proposed using the SRSS technique to calculate the total peak acceleration response of floors,
assuming that the modes are widely spaced.
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