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Among geosites of anthropogenic origin, ancient abandoned quarries have multiple interests. In some cases 
the quarry faces expose particular rock formations or stratigraphical sequences that are not well visible in 
natural outcrops. On the other hand, they are also important from the point of view of cultural geology: they 
reflect the techniques and the expertise of quarrymen who worked on them, and the stone material extracted 
from the quarry can be used as building stones or ornamental stones, contributing to the cultural identity of a 
region (Pijet-Migon & Migon, 2022).

Around the Tigullio Gulf, in the central-eastern part of the Liguria region (NW Italy), slate is one of the 
most common and used stone resources in architecture and construction. Slate extraction in this area probably 
began as early as the pre-roman times, but the first solid information on the presence of quarries dates back to 
the late Middle Ages. Quarrying activity was particularly flourishing between the 19th century and the first half 
of the 20th century, concentrated mainly in two poles: the Mt. Capenardo massif and the Fontanabuona Valley. 
From the second half of the 20th century, the activity steadily declined.

In recent times, a number of initiatives have arisen to enhance some of the old abandoned slate quarries for 
tourism purposes (Brandolini et al., 2007). In the area there are two geosites concerning ancient slate quarries, 
recognised at the regional and national level: the Tribogna ‘theatre-quarry’ and the Mt. San Giacomo quarries.

The aim of this work, in addition to a summary of the main geoheritage values of these two geosites, was 
to perform an analysis of their risk of degradation. The main issues concerning the possible tourist use of 
the two sites were then analysed, taking into consideration the objective risks for visitors and the state of the 
routes to get there. In the case of the quarries of Mt. San Giacomo, a detailed analysis was carried out on the 
practicability of the network of ancient paths used by quarrymen and slate porters.

The results of this work may be useful for planning a correct management and enhancement of the two 
geosites concerning ancient slate quarries, as well as for the mantainance of the existing trail network and for 
identifying new proposals for themed trails in the surrounding area.
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